Principal’s Welcome
Dear Parent/Carer and all friends of Ark Evelyn
Grace academy,
It is with great pleasure I welcome you to the
spring edition of ‘The Evelyn Grace News’.
In this newsletter you will read about all the
exciting and quality experiences that have been
on offer throughout the academy.
In the autumn edition, I encouraged us all to go
that extra mile to work together to provide the
very best support for our students. I am happy
to say that this term we have seen this achieved.
Every news story you will read in this spring
term edition is a result of this.
We have seen students like Micah Dolphy debut
her very first book (which has gained national
success and recognition); Khadija Mohamed
read her very own self written short story which
she was able to debut in our first ever student
author read and we are proud to see our GCSE
PE students host the start of the 2017 Panathlon
Challenge here at the academy.
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Our students, this term have represented and
reminded us all, that every one of us have the
ability to do something great. If we can will
ourselves to maximize our potential, work hard,
persevere and seek to achieve in every
opportunity life throws at us.

Young Leader’s Challenge 2017

This reflects our core values:

BBC School News Report 2017

Excellence, Endeavour and Self-discipline.
I am proud to say we are, together, ensuring our
students are leaders in every walk of life in our
community. Thank you for your continued
support.
Yours sincerely,
Devon Hanson, Principal & Angelina Idun,
Acting Principal
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EGA GCSE PE Students host
South London Panathlon
Challenge

For this occasion, our GCSE, PE students acted
as the sports officials.
They were fantastic Young Leaders as they
assisted students in the various games.
It was truly a wonderful show of sportsmanship,
team work and collective achievements from all
involved.
“Many thanks for hosting us.
The children attending had a
great day and the work &
commitment your leaders put in,
made that happen.”

(Pictured: GCSE PE Students with Mr Hanson Jr,
PE Teacher)

Mr James Tinney, Event Manager- Panathlon

At Ark Evelyn Grace academy, we are proud to
have welcomed schools from the London
boroughs of Southwark, Lambeth, Croydon and
Lewisham; as they competed in the start of the
multi-sports season of the Panathlon challenge
here at the academy.
Panathlon is a charity that provides sporting
opportunities to over 10,000 disabled young
people every year.

(Pictured: Mr Hanson, Ms. Bridges and GCSE PE
students present awards to all the schools and
winners of each game for the day)

Over 500 schools across the country take part in
‘mini Paralympic’ multi-sport competitions for
secondary or primary school children.
As a charity, Panathlon has in the last few years
also trained thousands of young leaders, aged
14-19, who act as sports officials for Panathlon
competitions, to which our academy has been
fortunate to be a part off.

I cannot express how fantastic
our Year 10 GCSE PE students
were at leading this event, and
they represented the Academy
outstandingly! The feedback and
comments from the teachers of
the schools in attendance,
organisers and the competitors
themselves were all extremely
positive
Ms. R Bridges,
Head of Girls PE and DofE Lead at Ark EGA
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EGA celebrates Chinese
New Year
In honour of our sister schools, Xinghua
Zhaoyang Lake Junior Middle School and
Lida Middle School, staff and students at
EGA took a moment to celebrate this year’s
Chinese New Year – The Year of the Rooster.

In other subject departments across the
academy (especially in History, Geography
and Mandarin), our students had the
opportunity to learn, study and discover a
little more about the Chinese culture, New
Year festivals and celebrations that take place
around this time of year.
(Pictured: Students practice calligraphy)

As part of the celebrations, some of our art
students learnt the art of Chinese card
making, the significance of colors, brush pen
calligraphy and paper cut techniques to
create Chinese 'Happy New Year' cards. Each
technique learnt was incorporated in each
card created.

Each card was personalised to each
Principal and 15 students from each of our
sister schools and posted in time for the
celebrations.
Both Principal Sha Guochan (from Xinghua
City Zhaoyang Lake Junior Middle School)
and Principal Xu Lei (from Lida Middle
School) where both extremely surprised and
touched by this wonderful gesture.

In a mandarin lesson, some of our students
filmed a special message in mandarin, which
was sent to our sister schools - wishing them
a Happy New Year in Mandarin.
To round up all that had been learnt in
lessons, our KS3 students celebrated in grand
style with an assembly centered on the
celebration of this year's Chinese New Year
celebrations.
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Students gave presentations on what a typical
Chinese New Year festival would include and
be like, a rendition of Happy New Year in
mandarin and all the students were given
lucky money in red envelopes!
It was a lovely assembly.

(Pictured above and below: Students
from Lida Middle school)

(Pictured: Lida School students holding
cards made by EGA students)

Whilst on a trip in the USA, students from
Lida Middle school took a moment to send a
very special thank you message to students
here at EGA, thanking them for their
beautiful personalised cards.
We are happy to hear these where well
received!
Thank you to Ms. Sun (Mandarin Teacher),
Mr Gayle (Head of Art), Mr Ash (Head of
Geography) and all staff and students who
took part to organise this special celebration.
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World Book Day 2017
On Thursday 2nd March 2017, staff and
students celebrated world book day in such a
creative and fun way.
Across the academy, staff wore cryptic badges
with riddles of famous book characters to
which students had to guess the character.
Well done to Mr Hall (PE), who was the most
guessed character by staff and students. His
character was 'Tigger'.
Students were given checklists, which they
used to keep score of how many teachers
they found and guessed correctly. Each
checklist was then put into a prize draw.

Year 9’s get into character as they study
William Shakespeare’s ‘Much ado about
nothing’
As part of their English lessons, our Year 9
students have been creating some fantastic
masks to get into character this spring, as they
study the comedic Shakespearean playwright '
Much ado about nothing'.

Top scores

‘Much Ado about Nothing’ is one of
Shakespeare's best-known plays. The play is
about relationships between the sexes and is
based on two basic ideas; the first is that a
couple have to overcome numerous obstacles
before they can find true love and the second,
that two very different people who start off
arguing later fall in love, and everything ends
happily.

The students who received top scores for
guessing the most characters where:

Our students have thoroughly enjoyed this
comedy playwright.





Mrooj Salih, Year 8
Diogo Cabral, Year 10
Ikran Weheliye and Monsurat Sadiku,
Year 11

It was really great to see staff and students
interacting with each other in such a fun way.
The day was filled with so much excitement and
laughter by all.
Thank you to Ms. Edwards (School Liberian) for
organising the day.
(Pictured: Year 9 students share a pose with their
fab masks on!)
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Micah Dolphy, Year
11 debuts No1
Bestseller - 'Poetic
Surds'
We are delighted to announce that our very
own Micah Dolphy releases her first book
entitled ‘Poetic Surds’. ‘Poetic Surds’, is a
collection of poems written by 15-year-old
Micah in tribute of her late father.

She is currently the No1 best seller in
Women’s Fiction, No2 best seller in Women’s
Poetry on Amazon; and Conscious Dreams
Publishing’s youngest author.
To celebrate the success of ‘Poetic Surds’, Ark
Evelyn Grace Academy was honored to be
chosen by Micah to host a special book
launch for the debut of her first book on
Wednesday 8 th February 2017. The book
launch was well attended by Micah’s family,
friends, school and local community.

Devon Hanson, Principal, Ark Evelyn
Grace Academy said “As a school we are
extremely proud of Micah. She has utilised
every opportunity on offer here within the
academy and produced an outstanding piece of
literature that encourages, inspires and can be
enjoyed by all. I remember the first time she
asked me to read her work, I said ‘Micah you
have a real talent here! Keep writing’. Ever since
this, I am glad to say Micah has kept on writing.
Micah shares her writing often with myself and
other members of staff and we have encouraged
her every step of the way. When Micah brought
me a draft of her book I remember reading it
and being completely blown away at how a
young person could really convey such emotion
through poetry in an eloquent way. She has
done a phenomenal job with ‘Poetic Surds’. We
wish her all the very best”
‘Poetic Surds’ is a journey of self-discovery
and expression from a young woman who has
learnt the power of self-love. A strong
message is conveyed in each poem. One of
hope and the notion that no matter what one
goes through you are never alone. Through
this book Micah touches on real life issues
such as mental health, loss, self-perception
and self-love.
Ms. Williams-Swaby, PA to the
Principal said "I am so proud of Micah on
how far she has come from being a shy
individual to having the confidence in writing
her own book, to speaking with the press
what an amazing and fabulous achievement
thus far. It is an absolute pleasure and honor
for me to organise her book launch, as I feel
Micah deserved nothing less than the best.

(Pictured: Micah Dolphy, Year 11, signing her first
Bestseller book ‘Poetic Surds’ at her book launch)
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Get your copy of ‘Poetic Surds’ today on
Amazon for just £9.99.

went to Daniella Blechner, her mentor and
publisher.

The evening was hosted by Daniella Blechner,
who really did a fantastic job engaging the
crowd! Micah read some of her beautiful
poems and shared lovely stories behind
them. A wonderful performance from
her brother and words of well wishes and
encouragement from family, staff, students
and the local community sealed the evening.
It was wonderful to see so much support for
Micah and a love for her poetry.
One of the most significant and special parts
of the evening was when Micah dedicated a
poem to her mother, thanking her for all her
support. It was truly something special.
Daniella Blechner, Founder of
Conscious Dreams publishing (said “I
met Micah after being introduced to her by a
Role Model from Urban Synergy. He said that
he had met two amazing young girls who
were passionate about writing. I came in and
met with Micah and another student. They
read me their poetry and asked questions
about what it was like to be an author and
have my own publishing company. A few
months later, Micah got in contact with
Conscious Dreams Publishing and said, "I am
ready to publish my book". She had written
over 100 poems in honor of her late father.
On reading her poems I was blown away yet
again by her talent and way with words.
Ms. Forde, Micah's Mum said "I am so
proud of Micah and everything that she has
achieved. She has entertained family and
friends with her writing for many years and
we all felt that she was very talented. She has
taught me that if you have a dream or goal
and are determined to reach it you can
achieve anything if you truly really believe in
yourself. "
Another moment was when Micah gave her
speech of thanks. She gave her thanks
to staff, her peers, family members and
inspiring people she has meet throughout this
journey of self-discovery as an author (for
example, Mr Alfred Samuels, Micah's role
model from Urban Synergy)
Tears of joy filled the room for how far Micah
has come to get to this point as she shared
her thanks. One of her most special thanks

Micah has been amazing to work with. She is
a young lady who knows her own mind and
stays true to her creative vision. Poetic Surds
is a collection of over 100 poems focusing on
topics such as, mental health, being different,
loss, grief, spirituality, female empowerment,
self-worth and nature. She is testament to the
fact that no matter the age, old or young, we
can fulfil our dreams with passion,
dedication, vision and the desire to inspire
others. Congratulations Micah on all that you
have achieved. We will always remember that
you were the youngest author at Conscious
Dreams Publishing, to become a Bestseller on
the day of publish!!"
We are very proud of you Micah and wish you
all the best with your achievement as an
author and with ‘Poetic Surds’. We hope
you will continue to inspire other young
people to also be Leaders in every walk of life.
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Bestselling Author,
Taran Matharu, visits
EGA
New York Times bestselling author Taran
Matharu visited EGA to help inspire our
students to love reading and writing.
It was lovely to have Taran, author of books like
‘The Novice’ and ‘The Inquisition’ at EGA.
Our students were extremely excited and
inspired in all his workshops for the day.
Check out below our interview with Taran:
Q1. What was the purpose of your visit
to EGA?
Taran: “For me, I came to EGA to get
students excited about reading and
also, ultimately to get students excited
about writing.
I think that both are important but
writing is something, sometimes
authors forget to encourage and I want
to encourage both.

Q2. What did you want to achieve
from today’s visit or what did you
want our students to learn?
Taran: During my visit I wanted
students to come up with their own
story ideas, which is what most of my
workshops with the students where
about; getting students to come up with
their own concepts, and going home
and possibly writing their first chapter.
Especially in England
Q3. In your own words, what makes a
great author?
Taran: There are lots of people who are
great writers and write great books,
but I think an author is something
more. An author is a great role model,
is someone who speaks about their
work and tries to do well in the world.
An author is someone who tries to
inspire people and is somebody who
looks at their career in a long term
prospective and not just about writing
books, but about building a platform,
starting a movement and making a
difference in people’s lives.
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Q4. What inspires you to write?
Taran: Lots of different things! That is a
part of what my workshop is about;
showing students what inspired me, and
then letting them think about the things
that inspire them and helping them to
connect the dots into making that into a
story.
For me it is the works of fantasy that I
like the most. A lot of people describe
my book as a mix between ‘Harry
Potter’, ‘Lord of the rings’ and
‘Pokemon’ and those are three of my
biggest influences. But there are many
influences from a wide range of fantasy
books as I am quite well read.
There is influences from history, 18th
century warfare and my personal
experiences of dealing with racism.
Characters can be based on people I
know, things that I like and things that I
see. There is a huge amount of
influences I have that inspire me to
write.
Q5. What was the best piece of advice
that you have received as an author,
who was it from and why?
Taran: Not sure who it was from; but it
is a general piece of advice a lot of
authors give and that is ‘Finish what you
start’.
Lots of people start writing books and
never finish them. It’s impossible to
publish something that is unfinished. An
unfinished book is worth significantly
less than a finished book.
I think perseverance and finishing what
you start is what makes an author. You
can be a writer and never finish
anything but to be an author you need to
finish what you write.
Q6. What makes you distinctive?
Taran: I guess I am quite unique in the
genre that I write because I am a male

person of colour. The vast majority of
authors are female and white. I guess
that makes me unique in some ways.
But also my books. Some may consider
my books to be a ‘miss mash’ of different
things, which people can relate or
familiarise with, so I guess that makes
me slightly unique as well.
Q7. Who are some of your favourite
authors – past and present and why
Taran: Not to be cliché but J.K Rowlings
– she is a hero of mine, not to mention
very successful.
Darran Shan – horror writer for the teen
genre and I read his books growing up.
I’ve gone to the same festivals, chatted
with and meet him many a times.
His books and writings I respect so
much so it’s always a privilege to meet
with him.
There are some who I will never meet
like, Brian Jackson and Terry Pratchett
who have hugely influenced my work
and to whom I have massive respect for.
They have both passed away and it is a
shame that I will never have the
opportunity to meet them but they live
on through their work, which is nice.
Q8. Tell us a bit about your recent
book ‘The Battlemage’, what is it
about and what inspired you to write
this book
Taran: The Battlemage is the final book
of the trilogy ‘The Summoners’.
It has a lot more action than the first
and second books. It tells the story also
on a grander scale.
It is a fantasy adventure, a battle
between good versus evil.
Thank you Taran for this interview and Ms
Edwards (School Librarian) for arranging
this wonderful visit for our students.
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Ark EGA in the
Community
Big Reader
Mentoring
Program
2017
After the
success of last
year’s Big
Reader
program, we are happy to announce that Ark
Evelyn Grace Academy will again, be mentoring
primary students this academic year.

students with some of the equipment that
they would encounter at EGA.
The students first had to make a prediction
on whether a tea candle is a better fuel than
alcohol. They then investigated this during
their lesson at the academy. The success of
the fuel was measured by how much it could
heat a cup of water. After doing so, the Year
5’s finally did some calculations to work out
the temperature rise and then drew a bar
chart to show their findings.
They concluded the day by checking if their
bar chart matched their prediction. It was
great to see all the students’ engaged and
enjoying science!

The following primary schools taking part this
year are Loughborough, St Saviour’s, and
Jessop and St John’s primary schools.

"Thank you so much! It was a great
experience for the children, very
inspiring...”
Ms. Fieldings, St Saviour’s, Year 5
Teacher

On Friday the 3rd March 2017, selected
reluctant readers from Loughborough, St
Saviour’s, and Jessop’s all visited the academy.

Year 11, Entry Pathway students visit
Love Walk Residential Care Home

During their visit they met students from Year
12, who all volunteered to be big readers and
mentor these young reluctant readers. It was a
lovely afternoon visit, and all the primary
students had the opportunity to choose the
books that they would like to read with their
mentors.
During this term, we also saw our Year 12’s,
visit their selected primary schools, where they
too had a great time reading with their young
readers.

St Saviour’s Primary School visit Ark
EGA to learn science with Mr Jegede
With the joint aim of bringing awareness
to our academy and sparking curiosity
towards STEM, our very own Mr Jegede
(Science Teacher) organised a two part
science lesson for Year 5 student's at St
Saviour’s Primary School in Lambeth.
The initial lesson was taught at St Saviour’s.
During which, Mr Jegede went through basic
chemistry and familiarised the Year 5

On Monday 06th February 2017, our Year 11
entry pathway students visited Love Walk
residential care home where they spent some
time with residents speaking to them and
playing games.
Our students were well behaved and enjoyed
spending time with the residents they met.
A special 'Thank You' to Ms. Baawa and Mr
Beckford, who organised and supported our
students on this trip.
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(Pictured: Ark EGA Young Leaders 2017 with
Ms. Idun, Mr Lintott, David and Madeline
McQueen)

Take a look at some of the fantastic feedback
received:

Year 11 students successfully
complete the Young Leaders
Challenge 2017!
Over the past few months the wonderful
David and Madeline McQueen, from
'Magnificent Generation' have been working
diligently to inspire, motivate and draw out of
our students the inner leaders they are.
From these workshops our students have
been able to think about what future career
paths they want to explore and how they want
to get there.
On Thursday 17th March, our Year 11
students attended a special graduation
ceremony in Soho, celebrating the successful
completion of the 'Young Leaders Challenge
2017'.
They were presented with certificates and
given the opportunity to present a one minute
speech and their community challenge,
explaining their ideas, process of preparation
and the practicality of delivering their
community challenge.
This was truly something special to witness
from our students. Our students were so proud

to have achieved this and we are so proud of
them also!

A special thank you to David and Madeline
McQueen, and the entire team at ‘Magnificent
Generation’ for this wonderful opportunity,
their time and hard work with our students.
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Students begin work for the Jack
Petchey "Speak out Challenge"!
2017

We wish our students all the best as they
continue on through this journey to the
finals; where they will present and give their
speech before important delegates in
Lambeth later this year.

Year 11’s make the most of 3rd
Annual College fair

We are glad to announce that our students,
for another year running, will be taking part
in this year's Jack Petchey 'Speak out
Challenge' 2017.
On Thursday 09th March 2017, 26 of our year
10 students took part in the first all day Jack
Petchey workshop with 'Speak Out' trainer
Elaine Powell, here at Ark EGA.

This term, we invited 15 of our local Further
Education Colleges offering the best vocational
courses to talk to our students about their
course offers, life at college and progression
routes.
This event gave our students additional
information, advice and guidance to make the
informed decisions on the best progression
routes Post Year 11, should they wish not to
pursue an A level route at our 6th Form.
Thank you to all the organisations who were in
attendance. Thank you also, to Ms Hall for
organising another successful and informative
event for our Year 11’s to gain all the advice and
support they need, to help them decide on what
they would like to do after they complete their
secondary education.

Student's spent the day developing their
public speaking skills, and ending the day
with an opportunity to present a 5 minute
speech on a topic of their choice, in front
of Ms. Powell and their peers.
It was truly an inspirational session, as we
saw our young people grow in confidence,
work together and speak on some fantastic
topics that they were truly passionate about.

Students are welcome to speak with Ms Hall,
our onsite Careers and Work Related Learning
Practitioner, should they have any further
questions or queries about higher education or
any opportunities available to them.
Also there is online support, advice and
guidance for parents and student. For more
information please visit:
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/life-school/careerseducation-information-and-guidance
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Ark Evelyn
Grace
Academy
make the
news for real!
On Thursday 16th March 2017, Kyla,
Tioluwani, Rebecca and Remmel (Year 10),
took part in this year's BBC's News School
Report. After months of hard work and
preparation, this team of intellectual and
creative individuals covered 'Modern Day
Slavery', 'The conspiracy behind Fake News'
and the celebration of Women 'International Women's Day'.

In preparation for Tioluwani's report, our
talented and aspiring Year 10 reporters
watched and heard important delegates from
the UK government, the Roman Catholic
Church and European Union as well as key
lectures from representatives of countries
such as Nigeria and Algeria speak on the
topic of Modern Day Slavery and how they
intend to work with Prime Minister Theresa
May to address this very present issue.
They were the only school students in
attendance – reporting the speeches of
people like Home Secretary Amber Rudd. Our
students were professional and represented
the Academy really well.

They all applied themselves to their subject of
choice; showing so much passion and
commitment to producing something they
could be proud of for their first attempt at
journalism, production and in-depth
research. We are extremely proud to them!
View our full BBC news school report online at:
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/lifeschool/bbc-school-news-report

"I enjoyed
editing and
researching
different
ideas in
filming,
production
and editing.
From this
experience I
hope to work on more projects like this,
where I can experiment with different
techniques and grow in my production,
filming and editing skills. If I could do
anything differently, it would be to spend
more time on filming and editing, but
overall this was an enjoyable experience!"

To top it all, they also managed to secure an
interview with the wonderful Dr Carole
Murphy (Senior Lecturer) at St Mary’s
university (pictured above with our
students).

Rebecca Wells

EGA student reporters got their first taste of
journalism when they attended the first ever
International Conference on Modern Slavery
and Human Trafficking at St Mary’s
University in West London.

"I believe the BBC News School Report was
very beneficial as it made me more
involved in understanding the problems
we as a society are facing today, when it
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comes to Modern Day Slavery. I have
learnt how I can be a solution. I feel
through this report I have made an
impact by educating others about this
issue and hope it spurs change.
I have thoroughly enjoyed working with
my friends on this project and Mrs
Ekhator.
I especially enjoyed visiting St Mary's
University and interviewing Dr Carole
Murphy. It was a wonderful experience."
Tioluwani Ajao

In preparation for news day, our students had
the likes of Josie Verghese from the BBC, PC
Joshua Edwards and Mr Howells (Vice
Principal and Media Studies teacher) to
encourage, give advice and journalistic
guidance to ensure their stories where
factual, something of interest and something
that could make a difference.

(Kyla, Rebecca, Remmel, and Tioluwani pictured
with Josie Verghese from the BBC)

They were able to ask advice on their
particular subject areas, for example Kyla was
able to speak with Josie and find out what her
thoughts were on Fake news and how it has
impacted her as a journalist.
Remmel was able to ask PC Edwards
questions about equality especially in an
industry that is very male dominated.
Having such an opportunity, our students
where truly inspired and learnt a lot more
about the subject areas for their reports.

"I believe the BBC
report was very
beneficial as it made
me more involved in
real life
and everyday
problems that are
happening. Through
this
opportunity, I was
able to be a solution
by
bringing awareness
to something like
'Fake News' and how
much it really does affect people. If I could
do anything different for my report, I
would like to interview people who have
been affected by 'Fake News' and tell their
story." Kyla Hamp

“I really enjoyed researching and learning
more about International Women’s Day. I
also enjoyed interviewing inspirational
women within my school and having the
opportunity to report on this story from a
male prospective and have the
opportunity to celebrate the hard work
women do in our world.” Remmel OduroSanniez

A special thank you goes to Mr Howells
(Media Studies Teacher and Deputy Vice
Principal), Mrs Ekhator (Marketing and
Communications) and Ms. Edwards
(Librarian) for their support to our
students throughout this process.
Thank you to all our interviewees also: Mr
Hanson (Principal), Ms. Manlay (Assistant
Principal), Ms. Hamilton (Deputy Head of
Year 8), Ms. Preston (Deputy Head of Year 7),
Ms. Simmonds (Assistant Principal and
Acting Head of KS4) and Ms. Carneiro (Head
of SENCO).
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Art and Design
South London Gallery teach KS3
students the art of photography

As part of this project our students visited the
South London Gallery and completed two in
school workshops.
The work produced will be displayed in a public
exhibition at the South London Gallery in July.

Year 7 and 8 students at Ark EGA got the
opportunity to work with professional artist
and photographer Marysa Dowling.
Ms Dowling focused on hands, gestures and
cultural barriers and readings associated with
hands/ gestures to teach photography to our
students.

"Everyone is an artist at heart,
inside and out"
Mr Gayle (Head of Art and Design) and Ms.
Mansell (Art Teacher)
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Year 11's bake some delicious
treats for Food Tech Mock
exams

the form of drawings, doddles, words and
quotes. These then formed an overall design
and composition by which muralist Jade
Perry was able to create each piece of artwork
hoardings for Lambeth council.
Julie Norburn (Director, Art4Space) said:
As part of their preparations for their final
exams, our Year 11 Food Tech students have
been hard at work with Ms. Agbontohoma
(Food Technology Teacher) creating delicious
recipes for their mock exams.

"I love what the children have
created around the theme of
citizenship and their feelings
about the New Town Hall
Project, the paintings will create
a wonderful outside gallery for
all to enjoy for many months
during the construction work.
What a way to brighten up the
streets".

Mr Gayle (Head of Art, Ark Evelyn Grace
Academy) said:

Lambeth Council reveal final
Artwork inspired by EGA
students

"This is an amazing project for
our pupils and what an
achievement it will be to see
their artwork on a busy Brixton
high street!"

Well done to Jake Duffy (Yr 7), Matthew
Clayton (Yr 7), Kyle Myers (Yr7), Annabel
Eghwe (Yr7), Keiron Banks (Yr7) and
Christopher Padilla Garcia (Yr 7); who
worked alongside Julie Norburn from
Art4Space on behalf of Lambeth council to
create these wonderful pieces of art
hoardings which surround Brixton Town Hall
today.
Julie worked alongside Mr Gayle and Ms
Mansell to help our students trigger ideas in
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Music
Music Department announces
two year partnership with
Trinity Laban conservatoire of
music and dance

At the launch, a few of our students had the
opportunity to perform solo and group pieces.
They also took part in a demonstrated music
lesson by one of our guests from Trinity Laban.
It was a wonderful display of music being
enjoyed by all!
A special thank you goes to Ms. Hurst (Head of
Music) and her team for the committed work
they are doing with our students.

Performances of Disney High
School Musical Jr, are a Great
Success!

(Pictured: EGA Music Department and
representatives of Trinity Laban
Conservatoire of Music and Dance)

On Thursday 2nd February 2017, our music
department held a spectacular launch to
celebrate its 2-year partnership with the
prestigious Trinity Laban Conservatoire of
Music and Dance.
Over the next two years Trinity Laban will be
working with our students and staff.
Students will learn from expert musicians and
gain access to amazing opportunities (including
performing at the BBC Proms).

On December 19th and 20th, 2016, our students
presented the first academy musical, Disney’s
High School Musical, Jr. The audition process
took place in July 2016, and roles were cast in
September. A 17-week rehearsal process began
and students worked diligently to learn their
lines, choreography, songs and acting direction,
attending 3 rehearsals each week.
Performances were presented to our local
primary schools, at our Primary Matinee, and
our two evening performances were well
attended.
A huge ‘thank you’ goes out to all of our
students, who performed or worked in a
technical role on both nights, and to those who
attended as audience members. Also to all of
the staff members at EGA who came out to
support the Musical, and to those who provided
help during the preparations for the show. Well
done!
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Science
Years 10 and 12, learn suturing
technique at the London Royal
College of Surgeons

Our students win gadget award
at Tech City event
Eight of our Year 9 students (Bruno, Dean,
Harry, Leynner, Neco, Raynel, Tatiana and Try)
and two Year 8 students (Mario and Samuel)
attended the Teen Tech City Event, held at
Arsenal’s Emirates Stadium on 12 January.
On Wednesday 22nd February 2017, Ms. Chu
(Head of Science) took a few students from Year
10 and 12 to the London Royal College of
Surgeons.

They had the opportunity to explore a range of
Computer Science challenges presented to them
by some of the largest national/global
companies including Google, BBC, TfL, JVC and
more.

This was a very informative and hands on
experience for our students. During this trip,
our students learnt firsthand the suturing
technique.

During the day they competed against 49 other
schools from across the country to come up
with innovative technology.

They also had the opportunity to meet trainee
surgeons and medical students, who shared
more about the medical profession with them.
Our students really enjoyed this trip and left
inspired.

They then had to pitch their idea in front of the
other schools and industry professionals from
the top companies.
Our students won the award for Best Gadget.
Well done!
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Student Achievements
Shakiem
Whyte (Year
10) to train at
Crystal Palace
Ark Evelyn Grace
Academy student
Shakiem Whyte has
taken the sprinting
world by storm!
After winning the
100m for the whole
of ARK last July,
Shakiem has been
awarded a
scholarship
to start training at Crystal Palace with John
Powell MBE, a renowned athletics coach.
Shakiem is one of the great testaments to the
fantastic work of Mr Wingate and our PE
department.

Congratulations to Lorena
Gutierrez in year 9, who is our
first EGA entrant to an external
ABRSM Piano exam.
(Pictured below: Lorena with recording
artist Laura Mvula)

Khadija Mohamed, Year 9 gives
her first Student Author read for
her self-written short-story - 'Are
they punishing me for my race or
just for fun?'
Take a read of Khadija’s short story online:
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/node/125731

Ashley Poole, Year 9 wins ‘Gold’
Slaylam Award in Austria
Ashley Poole
from 9FTH
won a golden
skiing medal
on a trip to
Austria.
He was so
fantastic.
Ashley didn’t
give up
throughout
the
competition
and he got
better and better as he progressed through to
the finals.
Ashley loves travelling and has been to various
places such as; Isle of Weight Wale, Germany,
Spain also France.
Currently, Ashley is doing his Duke of
Edinburgh Award. We are very proud of you.
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Sixth Form News
Ark EGA Sixth Formers win
Formula 1 award

Visit to Jesus College, Oxford
Our Year 12 students visited Jesus College,
Oxford as part of our ongoing Enrichment
Program.
Our sixth form team won the award for their
team ‘Identity’ and their marketing strategies in
this year’s Formula1 In schools competition.
Over the period of 6 months our 6th formers
designed a drag racing car using CAD and CAM.
They then implemented the design onto a
router at an outside manufacturer which
produced the 3d design of their car.
This was an exciting project.
Thank you to all our sponsors (Cre8ting Vision,
Harrison Catering Services, Entrepreneurs in
Action, Emex Fire & Security Ltd and Mr
Martin Thomas from Buildray) who all
sponsored our students and made it possible for
them to take part.
Their journey will be showcased on the popular
you tube channel ‘WordontheCurb’
(Pictured below: Final product design)

Our Year 12's learned a great deal about the
University, the admissions process and the
academic grades required to study at the best
university in the country – and one of the
best in the world.
They all took part in an undergraduate lectures
and seminars, learning about Black Holes and
discussing the concepts of language.
Our students had lunch in the beautiful Dining
Hall in Jesus College, had a tour around Oxford
and also visited Merton College.
Further to this, they were given some
insightful tips into their personal statements.
Overall, it was a very interesting and
stimulating experience. One of our students
was heard to remark, ‘If I work hard, then I
am sure that I can achieve the grades to be
accepted at this university.’
‘It was my great pleasure
working with you and your
students. They're a great
bunch with oodles of
potential.’
Dr Matthew Williams, a lecturer in PPE at Oxford
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Sixth Form News continued…

Sam Malis and Amarachi Orie
visit Salamanca, Spain

I got to learn and witness
the many differences in
Spanish society
compared to the UK.
Some did shock me.
I really did found this
trip really useful as I
now prepare for my
Spanish A Level exams.

Year 12 try their hand at
printmaking at Lavender Print
School

(Pictured: Sam and Amarachi with host family)

Two of our Year 13 students took a trip to
Salamanca in Spain during the half term
holiday to attend languages classes, learn more
about the Spanish culture and history.
As part of their trip they also had the
opportunity to stay with a Spanish family.
Here is what Sam had to say about his visit to
Spain:
Going to Spain on our own was a very
enjoyably challenge. From day one we had
to act as true Spaniards, having to speak
Spanish everywhere we went without
having a teacher there being able to ask for
directions or to order a meal.
It was easy to immerse ourselves into the
local culture while staying with a host
family where we got to practice our
speaking skills while also getting to have a
taste of traditional Spanish food, and maybe
the occasional Subway! We spent the week
learning Spanish in a language school
where we got to meet people from all across
the world.
The teachers were very helpful and were
very engaging from day 1 considering we
were put into classes with people who
already knew each other.

As part of an Art lesson, our Year 12 A-Level
Art students had the opportunity to
experience Art in the form of printmaking at
Lavender Print School, Battersea.
Lavender Print School is a stunning print
studio in South West London running
weekday, weekend and evening workshops in
Printmaking.
Founded by well-known artists Izzy Moreau
and Nick Bashall; they believe that in today's
technology-driven world, there is a strong
desire for people to find escape in the handson methods of traditional arts and crafts.
Our students were able to experience this.
They had the opportunity to try using these
techniques and produced lovely pieces of Art
by print.
It was a wonderful experience.
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Sports Spring Term
Headlines and Highlights

Year 11 Football team also come
third in regional 'Peoples FA Cup
final'
On Friday 24th February 2017, our Year 11 team
represented the academy at Sutton Goals where
they played 5, won 3, drew 1 and lost 1.

Football
Year 11 Football team join Year 9
team in South London Cup
Semi-finals
The Year 11 team (pictured above) recorded a
3-1 victory over Graveney School in Tooting
to progress to the semi-finals of the South
London Cup.
Having two year groups reach the final four
from all schools in South London shows
excellent progress for our young footballers.
We look forward to seeing if we can make it
two final appearances this year!

The games on were by very large score lines of
11-1, 7-0 and 8-1 and the team were very
unlucky not to progress further.
Rashawn Gray was player of the tournament as
he scored 15 goals in the 5 games.
Well done Team!

Well done to
Sabrina
Modlamootoo, Year
11, who is the latest
in a long line of
participants to join
the staff team at the
St Matthews
Football Project.
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Sports Spring Term Headlines and Highlights
continued…

Year 7 Girls and Boys Teams make it
into the final 4 of the Jr NBA League

Basketball

Ark EGA DENG ACADEMY U16
Boys London Youth Games
Champions 2016/17

(Pictured: Year 7 Girls’ Basketball Team)

Congratulations to both our Year 7 Boys & Girls
Basketball teams.

The U16 side, managed by coaches Ronnie
Baker and Lewis Gabriele, took part in the Final
Four tournament of the London Youth Games
at the Score Centre, East London.

With our boys gaining a 12-10 win over Lammas
and our girls gaining a 17-10 win over
Heartlands; both teams travel to Leicester
Arena on the 28th and 29th of March to
compete as they make it into the final 4!
We wish them all the best!!!

Representing Lambeth, the team defeated
Pimlico Academy in the Semi-Final before
putting on a tremendous display against Raines
Foundation School of Tower Hamlets in the
final 85-72.
The Most Valuable Players were Leon Neziri
and Chein Huang who led the team well and
displayed excellence across the court.
"It was a fantastic achievement from the
boys. The coaches, Ronnie and Lewis
dedication to detail really paid off in an
intense final. The boys followed the plays
well and demonstrated high levels of work
rate and skill throughout. We are fortunate
to have such high calibre coaches working
at the academy and hope for continued
success in the future"
Mr Wingate, Head of PE

(Pictured: Year 7 Boys’ Basketball Team)

For all the latest sports updates and highlights
please follow us on twitter @egasport or
online: http://evelyngraceacademy.org/lifeschool/ega-sports

23

April 2017

Sports Spring Term Headlines and Highlights
continued…

Dance
KS4 Dance crew host ‘Your
School Games’ Dance
competition and win first place!

Ark EGA Host Mock
GCSE PE Practical’s in
preparation for GCSE PE
exams

Well done to our KS3 and KS4 dance teams,
who hosted the Sainsbury’s School Games
Lambeth Dance competition 2017.
Our teams met some fierce competition from
schools such as Durand, Elmgreen and Platanos
College. We are glad to announce that our KS4
dance team stole the show by winning first
place with their amazing performances. They
move onto the next round which will be at The
Copper Box arena in the Olympic Park later this
year.
Ark Evelyn Grace Academy hosted a Mock
GCSE PE Practical moderation last Friday,
which included; Evelyn Grace Academy, Oasis
South Bank and Ark All Saints.
This was in order to prepare our GCSE PE
students for their real GCSE moderation which
will take place in April.
The students took part in football, handball,
badminton and table tennis as well as table
tennis officiating with students from the other
two schools.
(Pictured: KS3 Dance Crew)

The day was extremely successful with all of the
students conducting themselves very
professionally and representing our Academy to
a high standard.
The effort and standard produced on the day
reflected in their marks awarded, and we are all
very proud of our 2015-17 GCSE PE cohort!”
For all the latest sports results for all our
teams visit:
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/lifeschool/ega-sports

(Pictured: KS4 Dance Crew)
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Information and Dates
At Evelyn Grace Academy we place great importance on attendance and punctuality and understand that both you and your child play
a big part in this. By ensuring your child attends on time every day you are teaching your child a valuable life skill, which will stand with
them in good stead throughout their lives.

WE WILL
CONSIDER
AUTHORISING

Genuine illness (not a minor ailment) but please provide
proof where possible
Short term emergency
Bereavement

ABSENCES
FOR THE

Emergency dental or doctor’s appointment
(please try and make appointments outside of school hours
and always provide evidence of appointment)

FOLLOWING

Hospital treatment
(again always provide evidence of this to school)

REASONS:

Certain days for religious observation

THE
FOLLOWING
TYPES OF
ABSENCES
WILL NOT BE
AUTHORISED:

Shopping
(which includes shopping for uniform and shoes)
Hair cuts
Truancy
Birthday treats, days out, airports visits or trips
Looking after siblings or family member
Illness at the start or end of a term
(unless proof is provided)
Non-urgent medical or dental appointments
Oversleeping or “not realising” school was open

Please remember
Please remember school starts at 8.30am
and the register closes shortly after this time.
If your child arrives after the register closes
this will be recorded as unauthorised
absence from the morning register.

Please note that all unauthorized
absences are investigated and
passed to the School Attendance
Officer. Where there are excessive
unauthorised absences, the school may
decide to issue a Penalty Notice.

Don’t
forget!
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Key Dates
Inset Day

18th April 2017

All students return

19th April 2017

Year 10 Parents Evening

27th April 2017

Bank Holiday

01st May 2017

All students return

02nd May 2017

PTA Meeting

17th May 2017

Year 8 Parents Evening

18th May 2017

Half Term

29th May – 2nd June 2017

All students return

05th June 2017

Inset Day

07th June 2017

All students return

10th June 2017

PTA Meeting

12th July 2017

Year 7 Parents Evening

15th June 2017

Term Ends

19th July 2017

Attendance
and
Punctuality
Please note that the Education
Act 1996 states that:
“If any child of compulsory
school age who is a registered
pupil at a school fails to attend
regularly at the school, his/ her
parent is guilty of an offence.”
Important changes to holidays in
term time Parents do not have
an automatic right to take
children out of school for
holidays and this is discouraged.
Since September 2013 schools
are not allowed to authorise any
holidays taken by families in
term time unless there are
exceptional reasons for doing so
and proof is provided of these
circumstances.
Any holidays taken will be
subject to follow up by the
School Attendance Officer and
Lambeth Council and the
possibility of Penalty Notices
being issued to each
parent/carer.

What You Need To Do
You must always notify the school
before 8:30am if your child is
absent by calling the Academy
number on 020 7737 9520 and
selecting Option 1 for attendance.

If you leave a message please speak
clearly stating your child’s full
name, Year Group and the reason
for the absence.

If you have any questions or
concerns please contact Ms
Foster, our attendance manager
who will be able to clarify any
points.
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