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Evelyn Grace Academy welcomed a
delegation of Chinese Principals on
Wednesday 21 October. The visitors
from various schools in the Jiansgu
province in China visited us to find out
more about what we offer our students.
Mr Hanson welcomed the delegation
who visited various classes in action
throughout the day. They visited
Mr King is a Year 7 History class, Mr
Charway in a Year 12 Maths class, Ms
Edney in a Year 11 Geography class, Ms
Sun in a Year 7 Mandarin class and Ms
Ukonu in a Year 9 RE class. Ms Sun’s
class treated our guests to some songs
in Mandarin and spoke to our guests
about their lesson.
The delegation were particularly
impressed by our Sixth Form

students ambassadors who greeted
and conversed with them in fluent
Mandarin.
The delegation joined students for
lunch and then took part in our daily
Drop Everything and Read session
in which all students read together
from a set text in small groups. As
the guests departed, Mr Hanson said
“We are incredibly proud of our global
ties and welcome the opportunity for
visitors to see our wonderful students
in action. We are particularly proud of
our GCSE Mandarin programme which
last year gained 100% A*-C grades and
I’m pleased our visitors were able to
participate in a Mandarin class.”
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Message from the
Principal
Welcome to this edition of The Evelyn
Grace News. I trust that you will find
it informative and useful as a way of
keeping up to date with what’s been
happening at Evelyn Grace Academy.
This edition contains a summary of
our activities over the last term and a
snapshot of life here at Evelyn Grace
Academy.
On Thursday 26 November we
celebrated the achievements of 260
of the brightest, most gifted and
hard-working students here at Evelyn
Grace Academy during the Prize Giving
Evening. During the event, I touched
on what outstanding children our
students are; welcoming delegations
from China to the Academy in fluent
Mandarin, undertaking astronaut
training in Belgium, studying
astronomy in their spare time and
winning debating competitions
against the hallowed educational
establishments of Eton and Harrow.
Our students are ambitious – I’m
delighted that our first Year 13 cohort
are currently attending interviews
at top Russell Group Universities
including Oxford and Cambridge to

continue their studies in pursuit of
their chosen career. I couldn’t be
prouder.
Of course, we have always known what
talented individuals our students are,
but this is a view being shared across
the world. The Chinese delegation
(mentioned on page one) were
profoundly impressed by our students
and the work we do with them here
at Evelyn Grace. They particularly
liked our Drop Everything and Read
programme and have asked for advice
in setting up a similar programme
themselves. They have also invited 30
of our students to visit them in China
as guests of the Chinese Government.

show, the resilience you demonstrate
and the integrity with which you act
which helps to put that knowledge
into action. It is the eloquence with
which you express your ideas which
demonstrates the knowledge you have
acquired. It is the confidence in your
own ability to achieve which enables
you to put that knowledge into use.
I’m looking forward to seeing your
children continue to flourish this year.
I wish you the very best for 2016.
Mr Hanson

This is but a one example of the global
attention which our Academy receives.
Exposure to such delegations and the
various cultures they represent, the
extra-curricular activities that they
participate in and our focus on the six
characteristics of the EGA Student
are just as important as the academic
work which the students undertake.
They build character. We all know that
knowledge will only take you so far
in life – it’s the character which you

					

PTA Volunteers
CALLING ALL PARENTS AND CARERS
Come and be part of Evelyn Grace Academy Parent
Teacher Association (EGA PTA)
You are vital to the success of the school
You will be part of a great network
Make a difference - we aim to establish a supportive and encouraging community for the entire school
Your voice matters - your ideas and involvement can help improve the environment and education for all
the children at our school
By getting involved with our PTA, you will show your children that not only are they important to you but
their education is as well. See dates of all PTA meeting
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Music
Following some amazing performances from students in the Summer Term at both
the Ark Gala, held at the Barbican, and the EGA Literacy Festival, we returned to
school this term to launch the EGA Music Scholarship Programme.
Congratulations to our Scholars who have been identified in each year group from
years 7 – 13:
Year 7: Ashanti Adelise-Lewis; Pherrell Brown; Tamyra Hines; Mya Perryman;
Isaac Zumbu.
Year 8: Laura Conceicao; Michael Cummings; Rakeem Glenville; K’Cee Gordon;
Annelle Zoh.
Year 9: Tioluwani Ajao; Lorena Guttierez; Ashlea Kent; Emmanuel Olaniyan;
Devaunte Robinson.
Year 10: Mya-Marie Beckles; Deavion Edwards; Ramaun Lewis; Sarah Parke; Emma
Ryan; Hugo Williams.
Year 11: Emily Abreu; Precious Coker; Manal Elmarzak; Shaqwarn Patrick.
Year 12: Sebastien Modlamootoo; Brandon Tupe
Year 13: Moloko Mashalane; Mubarak Tairu
These students will continue to benefit from a range of amazing opportunities as
part of the Music Curriculum and extra-curricular programme, but will also benefit
from our partnerships with Cre8ing Vision and Trinity Laban Conservatoire of
Music and Dance.

This years’s Ark Central Music
Ensemble Members are:
SPARK Choir (Monthly Rehearsals at Globe Academy)
Sarah Parke; Hannah Owusu; Leila Dosso; Bethanie Gbocho; Tioluwani Ajao;
Lorena Guttierrez; Kyla Hamp; Ashela Kent; Diogo Cabral
Ignite Choir (Monthly Rehearsals at Globe Academy)
Anaelle Zoh; Mercedes Neckles; Crystal Ndubuze; Deno Mebrahitu
Fusion Ensemble (Monthly Rehearsals at King Solomon Academy)
Deavion Edwards; Ramaun Lewis; Emma Ryan; Mya-Marie Beckles; Nafisa Arif;
Hugo Williams

Autumn
Term Music
Performances
Thank you to this term’s selected
performers for Key Stage 3 and
4 assemblies and Prize Giving:
Students across the Academy
were impressed with your musical
talents!
Abiib Nur – Electric Guitar
Issac Zumbu – Drum Kit
Emmanuel Olaniyan – Drum Kit
Grace Collins - Voice
Lorena Guitierrez – Keyboard
Mya-Marie Beckles – Violin
Ramaun Lewis – Bass Guitar
Deno Mebrathitu – Voice
Sarah Parke – Voice

EGA Christmas
Charity Concert
We rounded up the year with some
amazing musical performances
at this year’s Christmas Charity
Concert. All funds raised are
donated to the DEC for the third
year running, as we recognise that
Christmas is a time to give, not
only to receive.
Highlights included Egzona
Munishi’s rendition of ‘One and
Only’, by Adele, ‘Hold Back the
River’, performed by the One Voice
Choir and the Key Stage 4 singers
performing ‘Joyful, Joyful’!
Thank you to all performers and
to all who have donated to our
chosen charity.
The event could not have gone
ahead without the support of so
many students and members of
staff. We make a great team!
Thank you all for your support of
Music events last term!
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Cre8ing Vision Ultimate Seminar
On Saturday 21st November, year
10 Btec and GCSE Music students
attended the Ultimate Seminar at
Westminster University. Students
heard from Industry professionals such
as Chris Panayi, Founder of C.C. Panayi
& Co. llp: Accountants and & Business
Advisors; Simon Long, Co-Founder
and Lawyer at Collins Long; Mark
Williamson, Head of Artist Services at

Spotify; Char Grant, Music Manager at
Modest! Management and Glyn Akikins,
A & R Director at Virgin EMI Records.
Amazing insight was given about
breaking out into the Industry as a new
artist by UK Dance Production Act
‘Disciples’, Manager of Labrinth, Marc
Williams and Wstrn.

Silver award

Gold award

September saw the departure
of a record number of year 11
students on their Silver Duke of
Edinburgh’s Award expeditions in
the South Downs and the Dorset
coast. Every student involved
successfully rose to the significant
challenges of twice hiking 45km in
three days whilst being completely
self-sufficient. Their assessor
was mightily impressed with their
considerable achievement which
will stand them in good stead
for Sixth Form applications in
the future.

For the first time in EGA’s history a
number of Sixth Formers embarked
upon the incredibly gruelling Gold
Duke of Edinburgh’s Award expeditions
in the Yorkshire Dales in July and
September. The expedition requires
students to navigate their way through
wild and remote terrain over four days
whilst being completely self-sufficient.
For all of the students involved it was
their first experience, not only of being
in open access countryside, but also of
scaling some of the Yorkshire Dales’
famous Three Peaks and traversing the
Pennine Way. These are achievements

Our Key Stage 4 and 5 Music Scholars
also had the privilege of attending
as volunteers for the day, gaining a
most valuable networking and work
experience opportunity. Thanks to our
Partners at Cre8ing Vision for such a
fantastic day!

in themselves, but our students
successfully completed this whilst
carrying 25kg of equipment on their
backs! The award is internationally
renowned and domestically treasured
and, upon full completion of the
programme, successful students are
invited to Buckingham Palace to collect
their award – watch this space!

Ashwinder and Aydan enjoying the
great outdoors.

Shauna Mann lights her first campfire!

The participants (from left to right):
Aydan Jackson, Ashwinder Kurana,
Abdirahman Abdinasir, Mubarak Tairu,
Barin Bambgbose, Temitope Titcombe,
Moloko Mashalane, Dale Taylor-Gentles

Do we really have to climb that?
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College Fair

On 20th November, EGA hosted
a College Fair for our Year
11 students to gain a better
understanding of their options
after GCSE. Many of them will
progress to our own Sixth Form to
continue their studies and some
of them will choose London-based
Colleges who provide varied
courses from Hospitality and
Catering, Music Engineering and

Performing Arts to A Levels in
Photography and Design.
The students found it an invaluable
experience, questioning the
various institutions about how
they could benefit from study with
them and gaining experience in
networking. All in all it was a very
successful event.

New Research Study Coming Soon to EGA
Evelyn Grace are looking forward
to collaborating with researchers
from King’s College London in the
New Year on a new research study of
mental health among school students
in south London. The study is called
REACH (which stands for Resilience,
Ethnicity, and AdolesCent Mental
Health).
Most mental health problems begin
when young people are still at school.
But we need to know more about why,
when faced with similar challenges,
some young people experience

mental health problems and others
do not. This is what the REACH study
is trying to find out. The hope is that
this will give us more knowledge
about how to promote better mental
health among all young people.

take part in further questionnaires
and computer tasks. Taking part is
entirely voluntary and the REACH
study team will be in touch with more
detailed information about this and
about what is involved.

The REACH study will invite all
young people in Years 7 to 9 to
take part in a short questionnaire
about their mental health and life
experiences during usual lesson
time. All pupils who take part will
receive a certificate of participation.
There will also be opportunities to

We look forward to working with the
REACH study and will send out more
information in the New Year. In the
meantime, if you have any questions,
please do contact Ms Rodrigues
at Evelyn Grace Academy or Craig
Morgan from King’s College on
craig.morgan@kcl.ac.uk

Debating
“Point of Information,” echoes around
Dulwich College lower school as teams
from across London competed in
the annual Cambridge Debate Union
regional rounds. For the winners the
coveted opportunity to compete at
the illustrious Cambridge University
against schools from all across the UK,
Ireland and Europe.
This year Evelyn Grace Academy
entered three teams: Muna Nur (Year
13) and Shaquille Scott-Davis (Year
13); Destiny Adeyemi and Kane Kesler;
and Rebecca Wells and Tioluwani Ajao.
They all performed magnificently on
the day but the top team of Muna
Nur and Shaquille Scott-Davis just

missed the final by one place. This was
a wonderful chance for our students
to demonstrate their intellect and
eloquence against the best students in
London.
This year Globe Academy played host
to The Debating Matters 6th Form
debate competition and Evelyn Grace
Academy graced this stage with Muna
Nur (Year 13) and Shaquille Scott-Davis
(Year 13). As the team entered the
arena a surge of excitement quickly
rose with their debating reputation
seemingly proceeding them. In the first
round Muna and Shaquille furiously
debated the motion around compulsory
immunisation for children, and

snatched the victory from Burlington
Danes with smart, logical arguments.
In the final the two debating gladiators
faced King Solomon Academy arguing
a difficult motion that would allow
people to practice their religious
beliefs in a secular society. The
competition was fast, witty, thoughtful
and at times painfully cutting but sadly
we were just beaten by KSA who go
through to the next round. All was not
lost however as Muna was awarded the
best speaker prize at the competition
for her wonderful command of the
English language and her eloquent
arguments.
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We are Wastebusters!
Evelyn Grace Academy has been part
of the Wastebusters programme for
the last year and we were recently
awarded the certificate below.

Through our whole school efforts
we have saved 180kg of unwanted
materials from landfill and 1.10 tonnes
of CO2!
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Sport
Football
The team has been captained by Kamal
Deriggs. Outstanding performers this
season have been Joshua Anifowose
in midfield with 7 goals and attacker
Isaac Zumbu has been lethal in front of
goal with 12 so far this season.

The Year 7 Boys’ Team under Mr Augustus and Mr Hanson have had a fantastic
start to the year.

Result

Score

Opponents

Won

3-0

Ernest Bevin

Lost

3-1

Platanos College

Lost

5-6

Sacred Heart

Won

5-3

Nowhere Hill

Won

7-2

Norwood

Won

7-1

City Heights

The team has been captained by centre
back Jason Ndunda. Star performers
this season have been dominant cenre
midfielder Zubayar Boadi as well as
top scorer Abdul Abdulmalik. On the
wing Nicholas Dos Santos has been
impressive and helped the team to
victories. The team are still progressing
well in the South London Cup and are
looking forward to a fixture against
Harris Academy Battersea in the coming
weeks.

Result

Score

Opponents

Won

5-0

London Nautical

Won

14-2

Ark All Saints

Won
5-2
Mossbourne
		Academy
Won

12-0

Liliian Baylis

Won

7-1

Elm Green

Lost
7-4
		

The Year 8 team have also been dominant in their fixtures so far. Managed by Mr

Haberdashers
Wingate, of the 6 games played so far they have won 5 and lost one.
Askes Hatcham		
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Football
The Year 9 team are developing under
Mr O Flynn this season and after two
early defeats they recently won their
first game. Top scorer this season
Mayoa Akinsola with Captain Emmanuel
Sarpong also consistently performing in
his role in centre midfield.

Result

Score

Opponents

Won

8-3

Elm Green

Lost

2-1

Ernest Bevin

Lost
4-2
Bishop Thomas
		Grant
The Year 10 team entered the season
on a high after winning the South
London Cup last year. The side,
managed by Mr Aliowe, have recorded
victories in the Inner London cup
against Cardinal Pole and St Marys but
lost a narrow penalty shoot out against
Norwood School in the South London
competition. Ibraheem Benmeriem
has been a good influence on the side
in midfield as well as Daniel Velosa
performing consistently well in goal
throughout the games so far.

Result

Score

Opponents

Won

4-2

Cardinal pole

Won

4-1

St Marys

Draw
2-2
		
Key performers this year have been
Donnel Trowers and Blessed WangaIknombo who have added a physical
presence to the side. The team have
also been helped along by the finesse
of Keron Power-Daley who has added
trickery to the side.
The Year 11 team, managed by Mr Anti
have looked to perform as they did in
2014/15 when they won the Inner London
Cup but the hard work by the team in
their GCSEs has meant fewer games
have been played this season

Result

Score

Opponents

Won

4-2

Riddlestown

Lost
3-1
Hammersmith
		Academy
Draw
2-2
		

Bacon’s College
Won on pens

Norwood School
Lost 8-9 on pens
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Sport
Key Stage 3 - Girl’s Football
This term Miss Bridges has been taking
a group of girls every Wednesday to
Ferndale Community Sports Centre
to compete in a Lambeth Schools
Girls’ Football League. The league is
in partnership with the St Matthews
Project – a charity which provides
football coaching for the local
community.
Students from EGA who have been
regularly attending the weekly
matches are; Vicky Sann (Year 10),
Mafalda Macarico (Year 9), Emmanuella
Sarpong (Year 9), Rhia Daly (Year 9),
Serena Newman (Year 9), Sade Murray
(Year 7) and Elizandra Marques (Year
7). As well as Sabrina Modlamootoo in
Year 10 who has also been volunteering
after the matches to help assist with a
community coaching session to make
up her Duke of Edinburgh volunteering
hours.
So far the girls have played 11 matches
against tough opponents such as
Oasis Academy, Platanos College
and Norwood School. Evelyn Grace
Academy is currently 5th in the league
with two more matches to play.

Varsity Team
The varsity team were promoted
this year to play in the top league
Basketball England U15 Premier
Conference featuring the best schools
across the UK. They have started the
season with a 1-1 record after losing
to Greig City in the first game 53-75
but bouncing back to beat Harefield
Academy 70-47.
The Junior Varsity has also been up
to winning ways by getting through to
the semi-finals of the Lambeth School
Games, which takes place next year.

From left to right (top): Vicky Sann, Serena Newman, Rhia Daly, Mafalda Macarico,
Sabrina Modlamootoo, Emmanuella Sarpong.
(Bottom): Elizandra Marques (Year 7), Sade Murray (Year 7), Tyresha Parish (Year 7)

Development
Team
We have entered a new Year 7 Boys &
Girls Team into the Jnr NBA leagues
this year. For the first time in Evelyn
Grace Academy history our girls have
been entered into the Junior NBA
National League, which is facilitated
by Basketball England. EGA girls have
been drafted as the ‘Memphis Grizzlies’
in the London regional group, hoping to
make the finals in the New Year.
The EGA Memphis Grizzlies were
entered into their very first
tournament as part of the Lambeth
School Games on the 18th November
at St Martins in the Fields High School
and came 3rd, which is a fantastic start
to the season!

From left to right (top): Shanice Sloely
(Year 7), Brianna Williams (Year 8), Anaelle
Zoh (Year 8), Malika Ali (Year 7), Shianne
Williams (Year 9), Eden Kouakou (Year 9),
Adiana Fessahaye (Year 9), Jenifer Abreu
(Year 7)
(Bottom): Elizandra Marques (Year 7), Sade
Murray (Year 7), Tajana Christian (Year
7), Tiana Jackson (Year 7), Samia Kamara
(Year 7), Simone Bull (Year 7).
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Sport
Flow Dance
Crew
The crew has worked incredibly hard
this year with our amazing dance
teacher from Royal Academy of Dance,
Corinne Holt. They have learnt routine
after routine in preparation (12 in total!)
for the annual Step into Dance Battles.
They have been reigning champions for
three years in a row but unfortunately
we were pipped to the post this year.
The talent that EGA has is unbelievable
and we are proud of every single one of
them.
Flow look forward to representing EGA
at the London Youth Games Dance
Competition early next year!

NBA Banner
You may have also seen a huge
banner of Luol Deng in the sports
hall, which has been put up by our
partners at the NBA.

From left to right: Remmel Oduro- Sanniez (year 9), Brandon Walker (Year 10), Jeovane
Patrick (year 10), Shanique White (year 7), Brenda Cinotti (year 7), Bethanie Gbocho (year
9) and Oliwia Kozorys (Year 9). Also Jeorgia Anderson who is not pictured (year 11)
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Sport
Netball
Netball has been incredibly popular in
Key Stage 3. The teams have 3 training
sessions each week; Mondays with
England Coach, Sarah Ivemy, lunchtime
practise and game play Thursdays. They
have shown massive improvement this
term.

For their first year at EGA, our year 7 team is performing incredibly and are currently
undefeated in the South London Netball League! Well done girls.

All of our teams are currently playing
in the South London League. They play
hard and commit well to the sport.
Although we’ve had loses, they pick
themselves up and carry on. A prime
example of a resilient EGA student!

Our year 9 team: From left to right (top):
Lorena Guitterez, Shianne Williams,
Michaela Bailey, Adianna Fessaye,
Emmanuella Sarpong, and (bottom):
Serena Newman, Bethanie Gbocho,
Marjorie Landetta and Jermiah Wiles

Year 7 Team: (From left to right) Tayah Myers, Ashanti Adelise, Tiana Jackson, Brenda
Cinotti, Sade Murray, Tenaya Mendez-Thomas, Tyresha Parish, Russeante Antonio,
Shanice Sloely.

Rugby at
Evelyn Grace
Rugby has really taken off this
academic year. The Year 7s and Year
9s in particular have shown great
enthusiasm which has resulted in us
playing our first ever games on the 3G
Pitch against ARK All Saints. Rugby
has taken off in part due to the Rugby
World Cup and in part due to the
organisation and links with the RFU
which has meant our students benefit
from world-class coaching.
A number of students have been
training with Old Alleynians in Dulwich
which hopefully will really develop
their playing careers.

Year 7 students training with old Alleynians in Dulwich
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Information
and Dates
At Evelyn Grace Academy we place
great importance on attendance and
punctuality and understand that both

you and your child play a big part in
this. By ensuring your child attends
on time every day you are teaching

WE WILL
CONSIDER
AUTHORISING
ABSENCES
FOR THE
FOLLOWING
REASONS:

your child a valuable life skill which will
stand them in good stead throughout
their lives.

Genuine illness (not a minor ailment) but please
provide proof where possible
Short term emergency
Bereavement
Emergency dental or doctor’s appointment
(please try and make appointments outside of school 		
hours and always provide evidence of appointment)
Hospital treatment
(again always provide evidence of this to school)
Certain days for religious observation

THE
FOLLOWING
TYPES OF
ABSENCE
WILL NOT BE
AUTHORISED:

Shopping
(which includes shopping for uniform and shoes)
Hair cuts
Truancy
Birthday treats, days out, airports visits or trips
Looking after siblings or family member
Illness at the start or end of a term
(unless proof is provided)
Non-urgent medical or dental appointments
Oversleeping or “not realising” school was open
•

Please remember
Please remember school starts at
8.30am and the register closes shortly
after this time. If your child arrives
after the register closes this will be
recorded as unauthorised absence
from the morning register.

Minor Ailments
(including headlice, hay fever, sniffles etc)

Please note that all unauthorised
absences are investigated and
passed to the School Attendance
Officer. Where there are excessive
unauthorised absences, the school may
decide to issue a Penalty Notice.
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Information
and Dates
Attendance and Punctuality
Please note that the Education
Act 1996 states that “If any child
of compulsory school age who is a
registered pupil at a school fails to
attend regularly at the school, his/
her parent is guilty of an offence.”
Important changes to holidays in term

time Parents do not have an automatic
right to take children out of school
for holidays and this is discouraged.
Since September 2013 schools are
not allowed to authorise any holidays
taken by families in term time unless
there are exceptional reasons for

doing so and proof is provided of these
circumstances. Any holidays taken will
be subject to follow up by the School
Attendance Officer and Lambeth
Council and the possibility of Penalty
Notices being issued to each parent/
carer.

Key Dates
Christmas Break

Friday 18th December 2015 12:30pm

Staff Inset

Monday 4th January 2016

All students return

Tuesday 5th January 2016

Half Term

Thursday 11th - Friday 19th February inclusive

Staff Inset

Thursday 11th - Friday 12th February 2016

All students return

Monday 22nd February 2016

What you need to do
You must always notify the school
before 8.30am if your child is absent
by calling the Academy number 020
7737 9520 and selecting Option 1 for
Attendance.

If you leave a message please speak
clearly stating your child’s full name,
Year Group and the reason for the
absence.

If you have any questions or concerns
please contact Ms Morris, our
attendance officer who will be able
to clarify any points.

ADDRESS 255 Shakespeare Road, London, London, SE24 0QN
EMAIL info@evelyngraceacademy.org
PHONE +44 (0)20 7737 9520
TWITTER @ARKEvelynGrace

