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GCSE success for our first ever Year 11s
EGA students are celebrating a fantastic set
of GCSE results.
60% of students have achieved the
benchmark 5 A* - C grades including Maths
and English with 72% of students achieving
at least 5 A* - C overall. This is above
national average and well above results for
comparable schools.
There is particular cause for celebration in
Mathematics where over 82% of students
gained a C grade or higher which is
comparable to the very best schools in
England.
Notable successes:
Keanna Williams passed 10 GCSEs with 9 at
A*/A grades
Vicente Conte-Couto passed 10 GCSEs with 9 at
A*/A grades
Damian Boguslawski passed 10 GCSEs with 7 at
A*/A grades
Layla-Rose Habarak passed 9 GCSEs with 8 at
A*/A grades

Mr Hanson said
“Everyone at Evelyn Grace Academy is
tremendously proud of the achievements
of our founding cohort of students. I’d like
to congratulate our students and to thank
our staff for their commitment over the
past year. This represents a major milestone in the development of our Academy.”
Last year’s Year 11 students will now be
continuing their studies at sixth forms and
colleges, in many cases in academies within
the ARK network.

Message From The Principal
Dear Parents and Carers
Welcome back to the beginning of what I hope will be an exciting and
productive year for your child at Evelyn Grace Academy.
I think it is appropriate that we send this newsletter at the beginning of the
new academic year as it is an opportunity to highlight many of the
wonderful things that are now happening at our academy.
Please take the time to look at the wonderful activities that are now on offer at the academy such as
our thrilling Sports Day at Chrystal Palace, our ground breaking Literacy Festival, the incredible talent
on display in our music and drama evenings and, of course, the ever increasing trips and visits that
enrich our students. We now have further information on some of our key events,
including some excellent videos, available on our school website.
This Newsletter also says farewell to our foundation Year Group who have now set a benchmark for
the academy. The fantastic GCSE results that many of these students are now celebrating did not
come easy. They are the result of dedication and hard work right from the beginning of their studies
as well as doing what it takes in Year 11 to take advantage of every opportunity to attend revision
and catch up sessions after school and, in some cases, at weekends.
The beginning of a new academic year is an opportunity for all of us to resolve to do what it takes in
all that we do so that we are able to achieve ever greater things in the year ahead.
Devon Hanson
Principal

Welcome to new staff who recently joined the Academy
We would like to extend a warm welcome to staff who have joined Evelyn Grace Academy since July:
Peter Dixon (Head of Key Stage 3)
Mark Gillett (2 i/c Science, responsible for Physics & KS5)
Tamara Campbell (Maths Teacher)
Lashana Hamilton (RE & Citizenship Teacher)
Faith Persuad (English Teacher)
Elizabeth Sanchez (Cover Supervisor)
Janice Baawa Ameyaw (Cover Supervisor)
Bianca Simpson (LSA)

Anna Parker (Geography Teacher)
Angus Grogono (KS5 Maths Coordinator)
Maina Bragahi (MFL Teacher)
Rebekah Phiri (Maths Teacher)
Victoria Isaac (Science Teacher)
Katherine Preston (Music Teacher)
Shaun Stewart (Performing Arts Technician)
Yvonne Patterson (LSA for Maths)

Our staff are more than happy to talk to parents and carers about any concerns or questions they
might have regarding their child. Should you wish to speak to any teacher or tutor group leader please
contact Main Reception.

Literacy Festival
Evelyn Grace Academy launches pioneering Literacy Festival
EGA students were given outstanding opportunities to develop their literacy skills last summer term.
Mr Gun-Why, our literacy coordinator, initiated and planned what was an exciting range of activities, aimed at
boosting students ability and enthusiasm for reading, writing and talk based activities.
Students continue to develop literacy skills in English lessons as well as throughout the curriculum with a range of
strategies coordinated by Mr Gun-Why.

The Great Debaters
The festival opened in style with an academy-wide debating
competition. Students from all Year Groups trained for several weeks
in the art of persuasion in preparation for this day.
Teams debated controversial topics throughout the day, watched by
packed classrooms of students to see who would progress to the
Grand Final.
Team Romario, Tanique and Lena won in what was a closely contested
final in front of a large audience.

Drama Festival
It was a hot and sticky evening in July and EGA’s young performers
were ready to give the performance of their lives.
The hall was packed with friends and family to see the Drama
Festival that proved to be a fantastic showcase for the drama
department.
The evening featured a range of scripted extracts and student
devised performances. Students were challenged to play a number
of different roles during the evening.
Helen Okay aged 13 talked about the challenges of ‘Staying in
character and doing it with the right emotions and memorising your
lines’.
Helen played Precious in the play Precious and Mum in Blood
Brothers.
Jordan Ibironke who played the brother in Blood Brothers comments:
‘To be a good actor you should be able to project your voice,
concentrate and stay in role’.

Literacy Festival
National Theatre
come to EGA
The world famous National
Theatre visited EGA to give a
performance of
Shakespeare’s Romeo and
Juliet during the EGA
Literacy Festival.
Students were in awe as the
cast converted the dance
studio into the steamy
streets of Verona.
There were opportunities for
audience interaction,
particularly during some of
the fight scenes between the
notorious Montagues and
Capulets and not a dry

Author promotes creativity
On Tuesday 16th July, Year 8
students took part in an
inspirational workshop
featuring best selling
author Jonny Zucker.
The purpose of the workshop
was to inspire
students to be more creative
and imaginative.
The event was a success and
students reported they had
learnt many new things.
Zucker spoke of inspirations on
him such as a book that was
rejected by 10 publishers, until
he redesigned the

book to include moving 2D
pictures. This inspires him to
never give up and to carry on
with his work.
Students hung on the
author’s every word as he
spoke passionately about his
own schooling as well as his
writing.

eye in the house as the
lovers lay dead on the
streets.
The production was due to
go to the South Bank
immediately after the EGA
production and brings
Shakespeare's tale of love
and death up to date
exploring issues of gang
violence and racial tension.

Literacy Festival: Student Reporters
Spelling Bee
Reporter: Yasmine Martey, Year 8
On Tuesday 16th July 2013 Evelyn Grace Academy held
the second part of the Literacy Festival, the Spelling Bee. It
was a very exciting and tense competition with a bunch of
primary school children and children from Evelyn Grace
Academy.
Students were given points depending on the category of
words they chose; easy, medium or hard.

Mr Wilkinson, who organised the event, said that “It’s very
exciting. Contestants can succeed or fail with one missed
letter!”

Poetry Workshop
Reporter: Aaron Blackett,
Year 11
On Wednesday 17th July, a
collection of Year 9
students, along with a few
Year 10 students who were
taking part in the fantastic
EGA Poetry Slam, joined
with Miss Dutton and some
poets from the Roundhouse
for an amazing workshop
regarding spoken word!
Joining them were three
spoken word artists from
the Roundhouse, who
encouraged our students to
think about how to
become better artists.

They and our students got
on extremely well, with
many leaving the library
complementing what they
had seen and heard
regarding the spoken word
and artists from the
Roundhouse.
After lunch, our workshop
students, along with those
in all years performing in
the Poetry Slam, gave
performances in front of the
spoken word artists. The
artists thought they were
‘phenomenal’ and were
‘blown away’ by the poems
and the student
performances.

Literacy Festival
Melvin Burgess Workshop
On Monday 15th July,
author Melvin Burgess came
to Evelyn Grace Academy to
discuss some of his books
and to do a workshop with
Year 9s.
The Year 9’s enjoyed the
workshop and were
engaged in reading more of
Burgess’ books.
The author told students
that ‘Reading opens doors
for these youngsters. When
reading, it exercises your
mind and it’s easier to
imagine things than to have
it put in front of you’.
A student said it was the
‘best experience I've ever
had!’.

Interview
What inspired you to become an
author?
Well, it was partly that reading and writing
were my favourite things to do in school.
So I went for the easiest option and that
was always writing. I also liked story books.
What did you want to be when you were younger?
I wanted to be a respected man who went around the world collecting animals.
Later on I realised that it was against the law to take animals! I then wanted to be
an author.
How old were you when you started to read and write books?
Oh, I started to read books by an author called Gerald Darrel when I was 4 or 5. But,
I started to write books when I was about 12. My target audience is teenagers.
Interviewer: Alex Sesay, Year 8

Poetry Slam
‘I Slam, therefore I am’
The motto of EGA’s budding
poets who have amazed all
at the academy this year
with their verbal ingenuity.
For lovers of poetry, this
may well have been the
highlight of the EGA Literacy
Festival, an evening of
poetry featuring our own
poets as well as a visiting
poet.
All students were fantastic
on the night and the top
three could have come from
any of 15 students.

The choice of winner changed over 12 times before a
decision could be made; such was the high standard
of spoken word on display. The Roundhouse
Collective poets commented that they would have
been prepared to pay £20 - £25:00 to see the show
which lasted just over two hours.
Sarah Gregory, the Head Judge, commented that she
must come back next year as
she had not witnessed
anything like it before.
The results were as follows:
Winner - Cristale De'Abreu,
Year 7
Runner up - Destiny Adeyemi,
Year 8
3rd place - Marcus Clarke,
Year 7.

Music Concert
Tuesday 20th July saw yet another opportunity for
students at EGA to demonstrate their fabulous talent.
The Music Summer Concert, organised by the Music
Department saw a fantastic array of performers from all
Year Groups.
The evening opened and finished with drumming, the
Drum Duo (Joel Stennett and Emmanuel Modlamooto)
gave us a rousing opening, performing an arrangement of
Amerie’s 1Thing and Drum Off (Daniel Parke, Remael
Walker, Elohim Bavugize and Kedar Mullins) closed the
evening with ‘Can you feel it’ inspired by the Jackson 5.

The evening included instrumentalists
including a flute solo (Tanique Thompson),
Guitar Ensemble, Brass Group and The Year
10 band who performed Emilie Sande’s ‘Next
to Me’ to a very high standard.
Ms Frazer led the school’s One Voice Choir in
two numbers, accompanied by our fantastic
students with support from our skilled
peripatetic team of Instrumental Teachers.
Ms Brine led the newly formed Vocal Group in
truly unforgettable rendition of Cee-Lo
Green’s ‘Forget You’! Thanks to Mr Osbourne
for his work with the many drummers that
performed so confidently throughout the
evening and to Mr Wallen, Ms Davies, Ms
Osbourne and Mr Morgan for their support of
our students on the night!

Evelyn Grace’s Dance Troupe Flow
performed another amazing routine on the
night under the direction of Ms McCurdy
and the scene was set for the exciting and
high quality performances that are to come
as we go into the new academic year!
Thanks from Ms Hurst to all who supported
and participated, including our PTA and
student technicians, comperes and Front of
House team.

Farewell To Year 11
Prom Night
Year 11 celebrated reaching
the end of their time at EGA
in style.
After the formal graduation,
our first Year 11 cohort let
their hair down at the Kia
Oval Banqueting Suite on
21st June.
Ms Johnson who organised
much of the evening
described it as ‘ a
memorable night for all’.
Students and staff went to
great effort to dress in their
very best Prom

outfits and Reice
Ogunsanya and Dorotea
Sousa-Vieira were
crowned Prom King and
Queen.
Everyone had a great
evening enjoying a Thai
style buffet as well as
fantastic music and
dancing.
The night also featured
guest appearances by
Krept n Konan and
DJ AfroStar.

Graduation
Graduation marked an
important milestone in the
lives of Year 11 students as
they proudly walked down the
red carpet last July.
After five years at EGA and
after a particularly hard
working year of examinations,
intervention, controlled
assessments and study
weekends, this was the
academy’s opportunity to
demonstrate just how proud
we are of this year group.
The evening was a huge
success with over 700 friends
and family in attendance to
hear speeches by

Mr Hanson and Lucy Heller,
Managing Director of ARK
Schools.
Students were encouraged to
continue to work hard to achieve
their hopes and dreams in the
years to come.
Students demonstrated their
maturity as well as enormous
talent in managing much of the
evening themselves, including a
rousing performance by Year 11
singers.
The evening was a wonderful
combination of fun,
encouragement and tears.

Sports England £16m Community Launch
On Tuesday 2nd July,
Evelyn Grace Academy
hosted the launch of a new
£16.8m partnership
between the Premier
League and Sport England.
The collaboration will
enable the growth of
community programmes,
Premier League 4 Sport
(PL4Sport) and a
rebranded Kickz Project
that will engage young
people in a wide variety of
sporting activities including
handball, netball,

badminton and volleyball.
Taking part in some of the
coaching drills and
exercises were the Great
Britain basketball captain
Drew Sullivan, England
netball star Sasha Corbin,
GB table-tennis player
Darius Knight as well as
sprinter Adam Gemili, a
former Chelsea youth
player who competed for
Great Britain in last
summer's Olympic Games
along with some of our
students.

A chance
to show
off our
fantastic
facilities

The Jamaican Governor General’s Visit
On Friday 17th June EGA
were proud to entertain
The Jamaican Governor
General Sir Patrick Allen,
his wife Lady Allen and
Jamaica's High
Commissioner Aloun
Ndombet Assamba.
The visit was part of the
Jamaica National Building
Society’s 25th year of
operating in the UK.
Sir Patrick said he was
impressed with the
Academy and would love
to have a similar
establishment in his own
Country.

Students hard at work

Barcelona Trip
The MFL department
recently ran their first
residential trip, taking Year
9 Students to Barcelona in
Spain.

There has been much to
celebrate in the past year
and in particular students
have worked especially
hard and are
demonstrating exceptional
personal and leadership
qualities.

Kai in 9R commented that
‘Barcelona was a very
exciting trip and we had
fun the whole time – even
on the long coach journey!
‘The actual time in the
country was amazing. It
felt so good to speak
Spanish to actual Spanish
people. To experience the
different culture was
awesome, especially the
food.
‘The trip was great and
being with my friends was
even better.’
Miss Tainsh would like to
truly thank the staff
involved and the students
for a fabulous trip and is
looking forward to even
more trips next year.

Reward Trips

ARK Music Gala
On 3 July, ARK staged our performed pieces from
biggest Music Gala yet at Elgar to Rihanna to a
the Barbican in London.
packed auditorium.

In recognition of this the
academy took large
numbers of students on
reward trips at the end of
the summer term. Thorpe
park proved especially
popular with students of
all ages.

More than 500 pupils
from our 18 school
network took part in the
musical highlight of the
year.
Jubilant at their
performance and the
audience reaction, pupils
as young as five showed
few nerves as they

Levi brings some reggae reggae to EGA
Levi Roots visited Year 10 marketing food items
Food Technology students showing students that
last term.
the brand of the food is
important as well as
Levi took time to share his nutrition.
expertise with GCSE
students on marketing
He talked about his
new food products as
journey with the
they begin their
popular Reggae Reggae
controlled assessments.
Sauce showing pupils
how they can create
He presented on the
and design their own
stages and processes
food products.
when developing and

Year 10 Employability Skills Week
Year 10 students
swapped school
uniform for formal business wear as they engaged in our first ever
Employability Skills
Week.
All students in Year 10 spent 4 days in Lambeth College at the end of the summer term where they worked with
College staff on developing competencies for the work place.
Students benefited from training on CV writing, interview skills and team building skills.

The Ultimate Aspiration & Pathway Programme
EGA students with sporting and musical
aspirations are now benefiting from a brand
new initiative.
The Ultimate Aspiration and Pathway
Programme is geared to give students the
opportunities and insights into the Music &
Sport industries by providing valuable
knowledge, first hand experiences and
explore its many career paths.
The sessions gives inspiration to young
adults who see a career path in music &
sport - where the classroom meets the
boardroom.

A new initiative geared to give students the opportunities and
insights into the Music & Sport industries

Led by influencers from these dynamic
industries, the programme aims to engage
and inspire each student by providing them
with access, real insight and education.

J P Morgan Celebration

EGA students are participating in a joint project
with South London's young talent to promote
the skills of young people and to reduce the
effects of gang culture.

Year 10 students
celebrated their
completion of the
prestigious JP Morgan
mentoring programme.
Students are linked with
mentors from JPM who
train students in interview
techniques, CV writing
and other employability
skills.

South London Project

Year 10s gave a presentation at the Burberry
Head office, London in front of a panel of
executives from Channel 4, O2, Prime Ministers
office and ARK.
Year 10 students proudly display
certificates at JPM ceremony

We are very grateful to
the staff at JPM who give
very generously of their
time and our students will
see the benefits of this for
years to come.

Social Skills Training
This year Miss Johnson, ran the 'I
Am Somebody' social skills
program.
The program was developed for
girls in KS3, to coach and support
them in self esteem, anger
management and social
communication.
Included in the programme was
the Domestic Goddess topic. This
topic was led by Carter's catering.
The meal made was as delicious
as it looks!

EGA Sports Day
As the sun rose on another Thursday
morning, staff and students knew that it
would be a day of record breaking. It has
been a summer of record temperatures. A
British player, Andy Murray, won
Wimbledon. Now, it was time for the
Evelyn Grace Academy Sports Day.
Buses crammed with sporting potential
and pre-event nerves arrived at Crystal
Palace International Athletics Stadium at
9:30pm. EGA students soon found their
House Groups in the stands and prepared
for a momentous day.
Ashby house commenced the chants. The
other teams – Windrush, Effra and
Brockwell – quickly followed suit to cheer
on their competitors.
The day of field events bounced into action
with the Year 7 high jump. Franchessca
Nyame won first place points for Ashby house and
Melchisedek Mbamba provided Brockwell house with their first win of the day.
First on the track was a
tense series of hurdle races.
Many students were bravely
attempting the hurdles for
the first time. The first track
winner was Ellis Thomas,
Year 10, for Ashby house.
By midday, several school
records had already been
broken. One stand out
performance came from
Kalesha Lindsay, Year 9,
from Windrush house. She
reached 5.25 metres in the
Triple Jump, beating last
year’s result of 3.88m.

EGA Sports Day
Another remarkable
performance came from
Jaydon Page, Year 8 who
won the hurdles, 100m
and 200m for Effra house!
As the sun began to wane
and energy levels were
pushed to the limit, the
day finished with an
upsurge of team spirit as
hundreds of competitors
lined the track for the
relay races.

EGA Sports Day
The number of records broken was
unbelievable. Siobhanae Lewis won
the 400m for Ashby in 54.80
seconds smashing last year’s record
of 1.24.89. Another exceptional
performance came from Herman
Solomon with a 24.14m Javelin
throw. This was at least 3 metres
further than any other year group
winner.
Stephan Harris, Year 9 Brockwell,
said: “I am feeling ok about my
events: 100m and relay.” At this
point he was unaware that he
would go on to win his 100m race
becoming the fastest boy in Year 9
with a time of 11.2 seconds.

Mr Hanlon was in the commentator’s
box throughout the day keeping the
crowd updated with scores.
At lunchtime, he said, “Everything is
still to play for. The houses are neck
and neck. The students are not only
breaking records but destroying them.”

The EGA House System
Sports Day saw the launch of a new House
System for the academy. All students are now
members of either Brockwell, Ashby, Effra or
Windrush House.
Students are encouraged to support and to represent
their Houses in academy wide competitions such as
Sports Day.
The House names are powerful representations of
aspects of Brixton and the surrounding area.

Important dates for 2013/14
Autumn 01—Monday 2nd September to Friday 25th October
Staff Inset Days – Monday 2 September and Tuesday 3 September (school closed to students)
Year 7s and 11 return to school - Wednesday 4 September
Year 8s, 9s and 10s return to school - Thursday 5 September

Half-Term Holiday: Monday 28 October to Friday 1 November

Autumn 02—Monday 4th November to Friday 20th December
Inset Day – Monday 4th November (school closed to students)
All students return - Tuesday 5th November

Christmas Break: Monday 23 December to Monday 6 January

Spring 01—Tuesday 7th January to Friday 14th February
Inset Days – Tuesday 7 January and Wednesday 8 January (school closed to students)
All students return Thursday 9 January

Half-Term Holiday: Monday 17 February to Friday 21 February

Spring 02—Monday 24th February to Friday 4th April
Inset Days – Monday 24 February and Tuesday 25 February (school closed to students)
All students return Wednesday 26 February

Easter Holidays: Monday 7 April to Monday 21 April

Summer 01—Tuesday 22nd April to Friday 23rd May
Bank Holiday- Monday 21 April
All students return Tuesday 22 April

Half-Term Holiday: Monday 26 May to Friday 30 May

Summer 02—Monday 2nd June to Tuesday 22nd July
Inset Day – Friday 27 June
All students return Monday 2 June

Summer Holidays: starts Wednesday 23 July 2014
NB 2 more Staff Inset Days to be confirmed

