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On the 7th November, 2016, we are
delighted to announce, Mr Hanson
visited Xinghua City Zhaoyang Lake
Junior Middle School in China.

progression. Mr Hanson was shown as
part of the visit Xinghua City Youth
Legal Education Center, lecture hall, art
building, gym and playground.

‘Fast Facts – Informing Your
Future’

The purpose of this trip was to agree
future cooperation and exchange
between Evelyn Grace Academy and
Xinghua City Zhaoyang Lake Junior
Middle School.

During the visit, Mr Hanson watched
the activities from the students’
community. The school’s mock court,
Peking Opera performance, brush pen
calligraphy, folk dance, Chinese
painting art, paper-cut, oral English
communication and other
comprehensive practical activities,
which left a so far aboard a deep
impression. The students welcomed the
arrival of Mr Hanson …

EGA Drama

During this trip Mr Hanson had the
opportunity to meet with the school
Principal, Sha Guochan. Principal Sha
Guochan with his team welcomed Mr
Hanson warmly. Mr Hanson was
introduced to the school's history,
current situation of development and

(Continued on next page…)

EiA Futures 2016

EGA Music
EGA Art
EGA Sport
EGA New Assessment
Punctuality Initiative
EGA Key Dates

2 | The Evelyn Grace News - December 2016

Xinghua City Zhaoyang Lake Junior Middle School, China
Principal and Senior Vice Principal visit sister schools in China
Continued….
…by clapping their hands loudly, and some students spoke
fluent English to introduce Chinese traditional culture
including specially made creative work for sir. Mr Hanson
was very satisfied with the overall campus environment
and the culture. In particularly, the development of the
comprehensive practical activities in the school on how
well motivated students 'self-study initiative was, and
contributed to the all-round development of students'
personality.

look forward to a successful exchange and development
between the two schools in the next few years to come.

In the school's calligraphy classroom, Principal Sha
showed Mr Hanson how to hold a brush pen, and write
"cooperation and exchange" four words together, and
explained the meaning, this was an iconic moment for
both principals – everyone who graced the occasion gave a
big around of applause.
The two schools signed a cooperation agreement, and both

(Pictured: Principal, Sha Guochan and Principal Devon Hanson)

Ms Idun was able to tour the very impressive site with
bright, airy, modern classrooms. The school has excellent
facilities for music, gym and PE and its own television
station. The large indoor and outdoor spaces where
students and staff grow plants and vegetables and do
pottery are great for relaxation and wellbeing of students
and staff.

(Pictured: Senior Vice Principal, Ms Angelina Idun with
Principal Xu Lei and Vice Principal Huang Caixa)

During the October half term, Senior Vice Principal Ms
Idun had an opportunity to join 14 head teachers and
teachers from across the UK, to travel to Suzhou in the
Jiangsu Province of China. The China Bridge Programme
was a week-long visit and was organised and sponsored by
the British Council and Hanban, who promote Chinese
Education and culture around the world.
Ms Idun spent the main part of the visit at Lida Middle
School which is attended by nearly 3000 students aged 1114.

Lida students gave Ms Idun a very warm welcome to Music,
Art and Maths lessons. The theme in music was about
opera. Here students showed how well they could sight read
and sing, worked in groups then very energetically and
theatrically performed their own pieces pieces. In Art
students learnt about drawing faces and how to space out
the different parts of the face. The level of learning in Maths
was very high and Ms Idun was relieved to sit next to a
student Hu Yangli who explained everything to her in very
good English.
Ms. Idun hopes to bring the blessings from Suzhou Middle
School to her students in the UK.
You can read more about both trips and see more pictures
on the school website:
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/news/principal-andsenior-vice-principal-visit-sister-schools-china
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Principal’s Message
Dear Parent/Carers,
Welcome to the autumn edition of the Evelyn Grace News. In this newsletter you will read about all the exciting and
quality experiences and opportunities that have been on offer within the academy.
This autumn term has been extremely busy but no less successful and rewarding, all at the same time for both staff and
students. From Year 7 right through to Year 13 we have seen our students work hard, apply themselves to their education
and take a hold of great opportunities inside and outside the classroom.
This term we welcomed our New Year 7s, who have shown such great potential. I am delighted to see that they are settling
well into EGA life. We have had so many reasons to celebrate this term the hard work and efforts of our students; from our
first cohort of A-Level students achieving fantastic A-Level results to students within our science department winning the
JP Morgan Schools Challenge award for most innovative and creative waste management design.
Most importantly, this term has been a season of true reflection. With so many great opportunities being undertaken by
the academy we have also been able to make an impact. With our recent visit to our sister schools in China and celebration
of Black history we have been reminded of the importance of working together, working as one to achieve and produce
quality education for our young people.
Like the old African proverb says:
“It takes a village to raise a child”
As I think upon this, I am reminded that it is going to take continued effort, from us all working together, to ensure our
children achieve and attain the very best from their education.
As we come to the end of this year and anticipate 2017, let us resolve
within ourselves to go that extra mile to work together to provide the
very best support for our students; and I am confident that in doing
so we will see great things accomplished from our children in 2017.
Thank you for your continued support.
I would like to wish you and your families a Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.
Kindest Regards,
Devon Hanson, Principal
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2016 Result Headlines and Highlights
First Cohort of A-Level students celebrate fantastic A-Level results!
This year we are proud to congratulate our
first ever A-Level cohort.
77 % of our students to graduate from our
sixth form this year achieved a place at their
first or second choice of University; and
currently 97% of our students achieved a place
at university to study their chosen course.
“This year was our first set of A-Level results.
I am really pleased for the students, they
have worked incredibly hard. Some of them
have been at the school from 7am in the
morning until 7pm in the evening. We wanted
to make sure that everyone got the results for
their first choice university and many of them
have. I am pleased for the staff too – they
have put in a huge amount of work”
Ms A Manlay, Head of Sixth Form
GCSE Results saw progress in Progress 8 and Attainment
8 scores

Modern Foreign Languages Department celebrates
fantastic 2016 results in A-levels and GCSEs!

Well done to all our GCSE students, who also worked
extremely hard this year.

This year we saw a fantastic outcome for our students in
their MFL studies.
The results for this year where:

“Studying for my GCSE's
was just so much hard
work and it finally paid
off."
Farha Amirpur achieved straight A’s in her GCSEs, 10 A*
and 1 A
Some of our amazing highlights this year can be viewed on
our school website
(http://evelyngraceacademy.org/node/113341)

100% A*-C Spanish AS Level
74% A*-C Spanish GCSE
73% A*-C French GCSE
100% A*-C Mandarin GCSE
Over 30% A*/A grades across all languages at GCSE!!!
Over 130 students were entered for a language GCSE!!!
As a result, our MFL department is preparing our current
Year 13 students to attend a language school in Salamanca
in February 2017, where they will be staying with a host
family and have the opportunity to attend the prestigious
Don Quijote language school.
Well done!
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EGA Welcomes our New Year 7 students
On Thursday 20th October 2016, We was happy and
excited to formally welcome our new Year 7 Parents and
Carers.
It was such a great turn out! Ms Laing (Head of Year 7)
and Ms Preston (Deputy Head of Year 7) put together a
spectacular night which included and featured some of
our most talented Year 7s.
It was a night for our new and youngest academy
students to show their parents all that they have been
learning in their various subjects, the qualities of what it
means to be an EGA child and most importantly how
well they are settling into the academy.
Thank you to all Parent/Carers who where in attendance
and well done to all our Year 7’s , Ms Laing and Ms
Preston.

WHAT HAVE OUR NEW YEAR 7’S BEEN
UP TO SO FAR?
Year 7's create their understanding of the
difference between animal and plant cells
As part of their science curriculum this term our Year 7
students have been studying the difference between animal
and plant cells.
To exhibit their understanding students were asked to
create animal or plant cell models. Here is a look at some of
the fantastic creations produced!

100% - READ TO SUCCEED
Year 7’s are in the lead to win in this terms Accelerated Reader Program.
Every fortnight students in KS3 have a library session. They have two weeks to read a book
and take a quiz using the Accelerated Reader program.
Every time they score 100% they receive a special sticker which goes in their planner and
their name is added to the board. The year group with the most number of students with
100% scores is awarded the reading trophy at the end of each term which they then keep for
the new term. Mr Hanson also rewards them with love to shop vouchers - the amount
depends on the number of books read, 5 Books = £5.00 voucher (min) up to £20.00 (max).
So far the Year 7 students are in the lead! Well done.
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IN OUR OWN WORDS
As part of an English lesson, Ms Boothe set her Year 7’s the task of writing a report based on life at Evelyn Grace so far.
Below are some snippets highlighted these reports. Hear what two of our Year 7 students had to say about their journey so
far:

MY EGA JOURNEY

MY LIFE AT EGA

By Sara Kaczmarczyk-Guarna, Year 7

By Sheyna Gaskin, Year 7

Since starting my life at EGA in September, I have made
many friends and learnt valuable information to last me a
lifetime. I find the school’s atmosphere very calm and it
has a very homely feel to it. Also, we never freeze inside
because the radiators are always on when it is cold…

My time at EGA started on the 07th September 2016. It
was exciting. My Favourite subjexts are: English, History,
Art and Drama.

One of the aspects that I like at EGA are the actual
teachers. They make lessons really fun and informative at
the same time. They are very strict at times but we do
usually have fun nevertheless. I also like the lesson plan
because it has some fun activities…
Overall, my time at EGA so far has certianly been an
enjoyable experience.
I am greatly looking forward to furthering my education in
school. I think that as long as I keep going and work hard,
I will be able to achieve whatever I want in the future, with
the help of my school.
I am an EGA student

In English, I have two teachers. I have Ms Boothe for
writing and Ms Crawley for reading. With Ms Boothe, we
are writing reports and with Ms Crawley, we are reading
Oliver Twist. In Hisory we are learning about the plague.
In Art we are learning about Egon Schiele and how to
draw hands. In Drama we are learning about
improvisation.
Each day of the week there is a different meal but if you
don’t want any of the options you can have pasta, jacket
potato or sandwiches…
Form time is before your first lesson; make sure you have
all your homework. You can discuss your feelings with as a
form with your tutor. DEAR time is after lunch with your
form tutor and group, where we spend time to read
together.

___________________________________________________________________________________

COUNSELLING &
PSYCHOTHERAPY SUPPORT AT
EVELYN GRACE ACADEMY:
Updates for 2016-2017
The emotional wellbeing of our
students remains an integral part of
our work and thinking at EGA.
Our office has moved to Room 1.33
extension 124 & the designated
therapy rooms are 2.23 and 3.41.
We aim to continue providing
emotional support through
mentoring, counselling,
psychotherapy, art therapy and
psycho-educational groups to our
vulnerable students and those in
crisis.

Whilst our focus is on supporting
students, their parents and carers, we
are also here to support staff.
Mr Everton Augustus is now
employed full time as the school
counsellor at EGA. This means an
increase in our capacity to offer one to
one support as well as crisis
intervention and restorative justice
meetings.

support in mentoring, counselling,
psychotherapy, Group work
facilitation and placement coordination for trainee & honorary
therapists. For referrals, please email:

Mr Hicham Jabrane is available
Tuesday to Friday for one to one

Ms Cheryl Dobson (Child Protection
Officer).

Ms Angelina Idun (Safeguarding
Lead)
or
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Safeguarding at Evelyn Grace Academy

Evelyn Grace Academy, its staff and governors, are committed to safeguarding the welfare of our pupils and to
providing a safe environment with robust systems to ensure the safety and healthy development of all our pupils,
within the academy and on related school trips and other activities.
Everyone working in or for Evelyn Grace Academy shares the objective of helping to keep children and young people
safe by contributing to:



ensuring that Evelyn Grace Academy provides a safe environment in which children and young people can
learn and develop
identifying children and young people who are suffering or likely to suffer abuse or neglect, and taking
appropriate action with the aim of making sure they are kept safe both at home and in school.

The designated safeguarding lead at Evelyn Grace Academy is Ms Angelina Idun (Senior Vice Principal)
The Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead is Ms Cheryl Dobson (Inclusion Administrator)
You can find the updated EGA safeguarding policy on our website at
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/policies/safeguarding-policy
Safeguarding information for students is also available on the website at
http://evelyngraceacademy.org/sites/default/files/Safeguarding_Personal%20Health%20and%20Well%20being%
20section%20for%20Students.pdf and in student planners.

If you are a student at EGA
NEED TO TALK TO SOMEONE?
Talk to any teacher about your worries or go to Ms Dobson’s office - Room 3.13
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Prize Giving 2016
(Year 8) and a snippet performance from our High
School Musical production performed by our students
under the guidance of Ms Hurst.
Mr Devon Hanson (Principal) and Mr Richard De
Friend (Chair Governor) both spoke of their immense
pride in our students and in the great progress we have
made as an academy in the past year. It truly was a
spectacular evening.
“The total joy and pride felt from both Parents and
Carers about their children being recognised for all
the hard work that they have put in within the
curriculum. The overwhelming sense of achievement
within all students who came forward to receive
recognition from different departments showing that
their efforts never go unnoticed.”
Mr P.Dixon, Assistant Principal and Head of KS3

(Pictured: Mariam Mhamdi Parra-Yr 11, Jean Paul Caicedo-Yr 10 &
Sabhannah Anderson-Year 10, Andrea Tulande-Yr10)

This years Prize Giving ceremony took place on Thursday 24th
November 2016 and as always this year’s ceremonny was a
great success. The atmosphere was vibrant and full of cheers
from Parents/Carers, family and friends, staff and our school
governorers; who came in their numbers to celebrate the
amazing achivements of our students this year.
“This year was a big celebration! We had so many successes
in KS4 and it was a joy to see that many of our students were
inspired by the incredible achievements in our GCSE results”
Mrs Y Dixon, Assistant Principal and Head of KS4

We had amazing performances from Sarah Parke (Year 11),
Issac Zumbu (Year 8), Abiib Nur (Year 8), Assa Benmeriem

(Pictured: Maxime Bastel- Yr9, Beatriz Garcia Rodrigues-Yr 9,
Robert De Caires Herrera-Yr8, Yacoub-Kevin Monnet-Yr7 and
Ibrahim Kamara-Yr7)

(Pictured: Mr Hanson and Mubarak Tairu, receiving the
‘Prinicpal’s Award’ for Outstanding achievement)

“Prize giving this year was particularly special as
were able to celebrate the fantastic achievements of
last academic year’s first ever Year 13 cohort; it was
wonderful to welcome back some of these students
who are now working hard at University and hear
how much they are enjoying their studies. All of these
students deserve to be celebrated and it was great to
see that Mubarak Tairu made it back just in time to
receive the Outstanding Achievement Award for his
A*AB results this summer. It was also important for
our current Key stage 5 students to be recognised for
the superb contributions that they have made so far
to our academy and be reminded of what they also
hope to achieve this summer. Our very own Year 12
students Farha Amirpur and Jessica Pereria
Rodrigues also picked up the Outstanding
Achievement Award for their record breaking GCSE
results!”
Ms A Manlay, Asistant Principal and Head of Sixth Form
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STEM 2016

(Team Intellectrials - ‘Calm Cloud’ receiving their award for most
innovative product)

Over the past few months, some of our students have been working
creatively and hard on their various projects in preparation for the JP
Morgan Chase & Co STEM (Science, Technology Engineering and Math)
Schools challenge Final.
Our students have been looking at sustainable development, using the Olympic park as a case study (as it has made use of
lots of recyclable material and waste from the Olympics) for their project.
In one workshop, our students experimented and trialed different methods alongside professional engineers where they
were able to take apart and fix different objects to see if any recyclable material could be used in the making of ever day
objects and how they could incorporate this into their final designs, as part of looking at sustainable development.
The Schools challenge finals took take place Tuesday 13th December 2016 at the Olympic Park Stadium. Our students
where well spoken, poised and had so much fun experimenting and learning about new scientific initiatives being used to
create a more eco-friendly world. Each team representing EGA performed extremely well, with Team Intellectrials - ‘Calm
Cloud’ winning 1st place in their category for the most innovative waste invention; and also making it into the overall grand
final as one of the TOP three inventions of the whole competition! As grand finalists, Team Intellectrails re-presented their
invention to the entire audience and to Professor Brian Cox. Our Grand Finalist’s meet with Mr Cox after the ceremony.
He was so impressed with their invention, well-spoken presentation and team working skills. We are extremely proud of
all our students who took part and Team Intellectrails.

EGA HOSTS ANNUAL MATHS CHALLENGE FOR ARK SCHOOLS
Ark Charter Academy, Burlington Danes, Globe Academy, King
Solomon Academy and Evelyn Grace Academy all gathered together
here at EGA to compete in this years maths challenge.
The competion was extremly fierce and all our students felt the
pressure to solve complex but fun mathematical equations.
In the end their could only be one winner – Ark Charter Academy.
Well done to all the Ark schools that took part and to EGA’s maths
department for hosting an eventful competion.
(Pictured, Mr K Charway from EGA with the winners)
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for the gold qualifier in the Yorkshire
Dales, where eight students from
year thirteen braved the cool
mornings, demanding terrain and
difficult navigating over the four day
expedition.

We had a perfect run of expeditions
this year with one group of seven gold
participants completing their qualifier
in the Yorkshire Dales, and a silver
group of sixteen silver participants
completing their practice and qualifier
in under 3 weeks. Mr Baron, Ms
Bridges and Mr Taherabadi, along
with our students, were greeted with
uncharacteristically clement weather

They were relieved on the last day to
be told by their experienced assessor
that they had actually passed before
they had even reached the final
destination due to their team work,
cooperation and resilience. This was
unprecedented for a gold expedition
but goes to show that what we do at
EGA produces not only high
academic ability but also well
rounded and confident individuals
ready to take on whatever the world
has to throw at them.
The silver group didn’t do too badly
either and were rewarded with an

impromptu beach BBQ at Shell Bay
beach, Studland after all passing their
qualifier with flying colours.
The D of E is an important but much
understated part of the wider
extracurricular activities available at
EGA. We are always looking for
volunteers to help out and not just
with the expeditions.

GIFTED AND TALENTED
KS4 students go to the Royal
Astronomical Society in preparation
for their GCSEs in Astronomy.
We have been very fortunate at
Evelyn Grace to have struck up an
ongoing partnership with the Royal
Astronomical Society. Every week a
selection of our most gifted KS4
students go to the RAS center in the
heart of London to take part in a
series of lectures and tutorials.
We are proud to announce all our
most gifted and talented KS4 students
will be entered for the Astronomy
GCSE at the end of the course for
which we wish them all the best.
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Celebration of Black History 2016
understand the history behind the language and the harm or
pain caused from using the words, and also to realise the
many battles fought by people of all ethnicities to rid society
of discrimination, segregation and inequality.
Many of the people we now celebrate as part of BHM had
different races/cultures within their heritage and this could
not be identified from looking solely at the colour of their
skin. The artists invited to participate were informed that
Identity was theme for the celebration, and they did not
disappoint with the very powerful messages they delivered
to the students through their performances.

EGA’s third Black History Month Celebration took place on
the last day of term, 21st October 2016.
The premise for this particular celebration was not only to
acknowledge the achievements of people that have made
huge contributions to today’s society, but to also have the
students focus on the chosen theme of Identity.
It was hoped that the students would be challenged to reflect
on the way that they are perceived by others, whether this
was on the basis of skin colour, behaviour and attitudes or
actions and also to focus on how they see others.
Additionally, the BHM celebration was an opportunity to
allow students to think about some derogatory words they
may use to describe themselves or to refer to others, to

Shaden Arafa, Year 7

Rhian Coleman, Year 7
The artists were Sun SonLyte, a 20 year old rapper and
spoken word poet, Iman-Lyrics, a 19 year old contemporary
dancer and Lawrence Rowe, 23 year singer and actor.
We also had magnificent poetry, singing and dancing from
some of our EGA students, Rhian Coleman, Matthew
Clayton and Shaden Arafa all in Year 7 and Assya
Benmeriem in Year 8.

Sarah Parke performs surprise duet with Lawrence Rowe
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‘Fast Facts – Informing Your Future’
Practitioner at Evelyn Grace Academy said:
"We are so excited to be embarking on this three
year project with Goldman Sachs. Working with
an international corporate firm like Goldman
Sachs will give our students an insight into the
world of business and finance and raise their
aspirations. The strongest motivation to achieve
well in school comes from students making the
connection between their present studies and
their futures; interaction with employees at
Goldman Sachs will help them focus, and inspire
them to succeed."
Lisa Donnelly, EMEA Head of Operations at Goldman
Sachs said:

We are delighted to announce that Goldman Sachs’s
London Operation division has launched a 3 year
partnership with Ark Evelyn Grace Academy, to provide our
students with a new range of opportunities, experiences and
knowledge into the world of business and finance.

"We are delighted to partner with Ark Evelyn
Grace Academy to help inspire its students in
their career paths. We aim to support the school
and provide the necessary tools and resources
they need to ensure their young people succeed."

The partnership is being facilitated by charity Business in
the Community (BITC), which focuses on promoting
responsible business practice.

For Goldman Sachs and Ark Evelyn Grace Academy this
project matters because repeated, in-depth engagement
between employers and students can help prevent the
stigma that a young person’s social background predicts
their success at school and beyond.
(Pictured: Luke Taylor - Head of FICC Operations, Goldman
Sachs gives an inspirational opening speech to students)

On Wednesday 16th November 2016, Goldman Sachs hosted
the first ‘Fast Facts, Informing Your Future’ speed
networking event at the academy. It was a great success;
students had the opportunity to meet employees, receive great
career advice and hear inspiring stories from employees.
Ms Francesca Hall, Career and Work Related Learning

Young people who had undertaken four or more activities
such as mentoring and enterprise competitions were five
times less likely to be Not in Education Employment or
Training or NEET.
This is an excellent opportunity for us here at Ark Evelyn
Grace Academy.
We are proud to be in partnership with Goldman Sachs in
inspiring our young people to be Leaders in every walk of
life.
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EiA Inspire Futures 2016

This year we saw our current Year 11’s
take part in the EiA (Entrepreneurs in
Action) Project at Lambeth College for
Employability skills week 2016.
The program was delivered over four days.
The first and second days involved the
Entrepreneur in You program, which
culminated in the Trading Game on the
second day. The third day involved Job
Hunting and Recruitment activities.
Students focused on job hunting,
interview skills, CV improvements,
communication and networking skills.
Students looked at the impact that their
digital footprint could have on their future
employment chances. The fourth and final
day connected students with volunteers
from various local, national and
international companies, to provide
insight into the world of work.

STUDENTS SAY:

“The programme has been used
for the last 4 years with Evelyn
Grace Academy. I have the
understanding that it has been a
really positive programme for the
students. It finishes the year 10s
off really well and gets the
students thinking about their
future. It fills me with a lot of
confidence that the students in
year 10 are in a very good place. I
did not have this when I was in
school and I feel it’s a really
positive move for the students to
develop the skills they need for
the work place and really get them
thinking about their future.”
Mr M Lintott, Director of
Learning for Year 11, Evelyn
Grace Academy
Derek Browne, CEO of
Entrepreneurs in Action, worked
as the main manager with Parag
Patel (Project Manager), Usha
Kong and a team of EiA
facilitators where also on hand to
aid our Year 11 students during
the week.

The purpose of the program was to
provide an innovative way of
delivering work experience to the
students. The program was designed
to give the students a real taste of
enterprise, and to help them improve
their employability skills.
The students were also given a chance
to receive feedback and information
from the professionals who
volunteered their time to add real
value to the event.
It was a successful week and all our
students showed impeccable
behaviour and professionalism
throughout the week.

14 | The Evelyn Grace News - December 2016

Drama
Year 11 Drama
On the 30th of September Mr Kemp and Mr Tomlin
took our Year 11 Drama students to watch the
National Youth Theatre production of ‘Romeo and
Juliet’ at The Ambassador’s Theatre in the West
End.
The students were inspired by the fact that these
actors were just a few years older than them as the
production was performed to a professional
standard.
The Drama department has already started planning
its next theatre trip which will take place in the new
year.

Student Focus - Thierry Vieira Tomas, Year 12
I am currently a student at Evelyn Grace Academy, in Year 12
studying A-Level Math, Economics, Geography and
Government and Politics. I achieved 3 A’s and 6 B’s in my
GCSEs this year.
Alongside being a student I am an aspiring actor and model
who loves meeting new people, traveling and learning about
different cultures.
I was born in the UK, but lived in Angola when I was younger.
When I returned to the UK I started EGA in Year 8. Coming
from another country and having to fimilarise myself with the
UK education system I was nervous. However from the day I
started till this day I can honestly say that I have been shown
nothing but support and encouragement at EGA; especially
from teachers like Mr Tomlin (Drama and Media Technician)
and Mr Kemp (Head of Drama) and Mr Hanson himself (who
has come to see me perform on stage). The support I have
received has motivated me in my studies and has fueled my
passion for acting.
I am privileged to have had some fantastic opportunities and
experiences here at EGA that has laid some solid foundations
for me to build upon for a successful career. I have had the
opportunity to perform at the Shaw theatre performing in a
project called Shakespeare for school (This experience stirred
my passion for acting).
I was also given the opportunity to be a part of the Lambeth

Speak Out Challenge, where I reached the regional finals
in 2015 and also gave a speech about the recent general
elections at Southbank Centre. This year I performed at
the Young Vic in the Parallel Macbeth Production,
received a scholarship for the JASSPA Drama School and
a scholarship to attend the Guildhall school of Music and
Drama summer school.
Currently I am working on a performance for High
School Musical with EGA.
What has inspired me most in all my achievements is
also now being able to mentor other young people. I am
currently mentoring a student in Year 10.
My personal aim and message to other young people is
take advantage of the opportunities education gives you.
The world is a big place so expand your knowledge, your
education will help you see what is out there and it will
allow you to impact the lives of others for the better.
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Music
Laura Mvula, Casio and Classic FM work with
EGA Music students to launch ‘Action in Music’

We are extremely proud of Ms J.Hurst and all the staff
who work with our students on a daily basis within our
music department. They continue to inspire our young
people to achieve great things through music.
We are also proud of the work our students have and
continue to achieve through music here at the academy.
As a result of having made such a wonderful impression
and for the hard work of our students being recognised,
we are also happy to announce Chris Stanbury and his
team at Casio have donated the Celviano Grand Hybrid
Piano to the school, to which we are excited about. This
will give our students the very best experience when
learning to play the piano.

Classic FM’s ‘Action in Music’ initiative celebrates the
best of music education in the UK and raises the
importance of music in our schools today.
To celebrate this initiative Laura Mvula visited the
academy where she used to be a pupil alongside Chris
Stanbury from Casio and Classic FM to talk about music
education, play alongside our students on the new
Celviano Grand Hybrid Piano and also launch the
campaign for ‘Action in Music’, all right here at the
Academy.
Our students where given the opportunity to play for Ms
Mvula, share how they got started in learning to play the
piano, what inspires them about music education and
their thoughts on playing the Celviano Grand Hybrid
Piano. Our students also took part in filming a Q and A
session with Ms Mvula and also take part in a photo shoot
for the initiative.

This process has been a wonderful
experience and it was lovely to meet
and work alongside Laura Mvula,
Classic FM, ABRSM and Casio on this
project.
Ms J Hurst, Head of Music

"We are really pleased to donate this
fantastic grand hybrid piano to the
school. We are all about education
and giving the best start to student’s
lives. So many students we have
spoken to love the piano and want to
play on the piano and with this one
they get the very best of both worlds".
Chris Stanbury, Casio
For more information about the launch please visit:
http://actioninmusic.co.uk/musicteacher/evelyngraceaca
demy
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Art
Art department partners up with Lambeth Council
and Art4Space for New Brixton Town Hall Project

These will then be transferred into a set of paintings
by Art4Space in partnership with muralist Jade Perry
during November and December ready for a January
2017 installation.
Being active in the schools, working on ideas and
preliminary artwork was an opportunity to raise
awareness with children, young people, teachers,
parents and the wider community about the New
Town Hall Project.
Content generated through the project will also
feature in wider communications through the
council’s and Muse’s communications channels.
www.futurebrixton.org/YNTH

Julie Norburn, director from Art4Space www.art4space.co.uk
involved 3 local schools -Jubilee and Sudbourne primary
schools and Evelyn Grace Academy in this exciting hoardings
project for the Brixton New Town Hall Project.
During October she worked with chosen classes to explore the
concept of modern citizenship. Citizenship across primary and
secondary helps children and young people’s social
development enabling them to engage with others, to develop
understanding of their communities and society, and providing
opportunities for responsible and active citizenship.
Julie worked alongside Mr Gayle and Ms Mansell to help our
pupils trigger ideas for the content of the artwork in the form
of drawings, doodles, words and quotes which then informed
an overall design and composition.

“This is an amazing project for our pupils and
what an achievement it will be to see their
artwork on a busy Brixton high street in January”
Mr Gayle, Head of Art, Evelyn Grace
Academy.
“I love what the children have created around the
theme of citizenship and their feelings about the
New Town Hall Project, the paintings will create a
wonderful outside gallery for all to enjoy for many
months during the construction work. What a way
to brighten up the streets!”
Julie Norburn, director, Art4Space.

“Change the way people treat the community”
drawn by Christopher Padilla Garcia, Year 7

Well done to the following students who took part in
this project and contributed some fantastic drawings
and ideas on behalf of EGA: Jake Duffy, Matthew
Clayton, Kyle Myers, Annabel Eghwe, Keiron Banks
and Christopher Padilla Garcia
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Sport

Following on from the huge success
of this netball team in Year 7;
making the South London Netball
League Finals, Sainsbury's School
Games finals, and two students
being selected for the Lambeth
London Youth Games squad, the
Year 8 netball team has started the
season off this year with a bang!
The team played Southfields
(Wandsworth) in their first match of
the season, with a comfortable win
of 25-0!
Player of the match was Ashanti
Adelise who performed excellently
and
had
incredible
shooting
accuracy!

GIRLS NETBALL AND FOOTBALL
SCORES:
Netball:
Year 8 A Team:
Won 25-0 v Southfields
Lost 7-0 v St Martins
Year 8 B Team:
Won 7-0 v Bishop Thomas Grant
Won 12-6 v Maria Fidelis
Year 9:
Lost 15-11 v Chestnut Grove
Football:
Weekly Ferndale 5-a-side league:
Lost 5-2 v Platanos
Won 7-0 v The Laurels
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Year 7 Girls - Basketball Team
The Year 7 Girls had their first Jnr NBA
basketball matches last night, representing
the LA Lakers this year!
The first match was against The Bow School
who our Year 7’s easily beat 14-2! The
second match was against Bishop Thomas
Grant who they again beat 12-2!
Considering this was the girl’s first
competitive match they played excellently
and their teamwork and resilience was
outstanding!
Star player was Monique Robinson who
scored at least 20 out of the 26 points in
the two games!

Year 8 Girls - Handball Team
The year 8 girls competed in the
Sainsbury’s School Games Lambeth
Handball competition on Tuesday 13 th
December 2016, at City Heights Academy.
They played against tough competition
including; City Heights, The Norwood
School and Oasis South Bank.
The girls played excellently considering
they had only been covering handball for
the last 3 weeks of the autumn term during
PE lessons.
They had won every game until it came to
face The Norwood School which would be
our toughest competition.
They narrowly lost 1-0 which resulted in 2 nd
place and a Silver medal in the tournament.
Star player was Sade Murray who showed
incredible talent in this new sport!
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Football

BOYS FOOTBALL SCORES:
Year 7 Team:
Won 15-6 v Globe Academy
Year 8 Team:
Won 6-3 v Norwood Academy
Year 9:
Won 8-2 v City Heights
Won 5-1 v Burlington Danes
Won 4-0 v Archbishop Tenisons
Year 10:
Won 4-2 v Ark All Saints (pictured)
Won 3-1 v South London XI
Won 6-2 v Harris Academy, Peckham

CELEBRITY FOCUS:

Premier League and International Footballer visits Evelyn
Grace Academy
Christian Benteke, 25, a Belgium international and Crystal Palace
striker visited to film an interview in the PE department before
speaking to Evelyn Grace Academy students about life as a top
footballer.
Benteke joined Crystal Palace in a £32million deal in the summer from
Liverpool and is the South London clubs record ever signing.
He has appeared 30 times for former FIFA No.1 ranked side Belgium
including appearing at this year's European Championships in France.

EGA students act as Young Leaders for Sainsbury’s School Game Primary Tag Rugby Tournament
Mr Hall and Mr Hanson Jr, had the pleasure of taking a fantastic group of Year 9 and 8 students to Kennington
Park this term, to act as Young Leaders for a Sainsbury’s School Games Primary Tag Rugby Tournament. There
were over 28 local Primary Schools across Lambeth involved in the event, therefore over 100 Year 5 and Year 6
students! The Young Leaders were completely responsible for refereeing each of the games, scoring and
organising the whole event! The feedback from the school games organisers and the primary school teachers
was absolutely fantastic, and they commented on how eloquent, resilient and confident our young leaders were.
Mr Hall commented on how it was a pleasure to see our young leaders grow in confidence and show how much
leadership skill they had learned throughout the day.
These students represented the Academy phenomenally and Mr Hall and Mr Hanson Jr were very proud! Well
done!
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EGA New Assessment
Parent Guide to EGA New Assessment System
How will my child be graded at secondary school in KS3 and Year 10?
GCSE Baseline Grade and GCSE Target Grade




Each student in Year 7 will start KS3 with a ‘GCSE Number Grade’ that has been
converted from their KS2 SATs Score
All other students in Years 8-10 will be given a new baseline grade which is a ‘GCSE
Number Grade’ converted from their current baseline grade on the old system
All students will be given a Target Grade of +1 from the ‘GCSE Baseline Grade’ or Grade
5 whichever is the highest – this is an end of KS4 ‘GCSE Target Grade’

If my child gets a certain GCSE grade in classwork, homework and internal
assessments, does this mean that they could sit a GCSE tomorrow and get that
grade?
KS3 = No! These grades are age related and also based on long-term predictions

It is expected that KS3 students will remain on their ‘GSCE Baseline Grade’ during
KS3 and possibly KS4 but will be making progress throughout each year group to achieve
their ‘GCSE Target Grade’ (long term prediction) or higher at the end of Year 11

In KS3 your child’s internal assessments at the end of Autumn 2, Spring 2 and
Summer 2 will be graded using an ‘age related’ grade that is relevant for their age group –
therefore a grade 6 in Year 7 is not a ‘GCSE Grade 6’ it is a grade 6 relevant for that age
group. This may also be different to a Grade 6 in Year 9.
An Example:

A student in Year 7 enters EGA with a GCSE Grade 5 and has a Target GCSE
Grade 6. The student might have an assessment marked at ‘Grade 6’ – that is relevant for
their age - but this is not the same as a GCSE Grade 6 at the end of Year 11, therefore they
have not achieved their target grade in Year 7 but have achieved an age related grade.
KS4 = Yes! Grades are GCSE Attainment Grades



Classwork, homework and internal assessments will be given a GCSE grade which can be compared to their GCSE
Baseline Grade and GCSE Target Grade
For each internal assessment point (Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2) students in Year 10 will be given a GCSE
Attainment Grade (actual GCSE grade) and a GCSE Predicted Grade (what the subject teacher feels your child will
achieve at the end of Year 11)

How will I know if my child is making good progress in all their subjects?


KS3 Parent Reports at the end of Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2 will highlight the progress your child is making
to achieve their ‘GCSE Target Grade’ from their ‘GCSE Baseline Grade’
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KS4 Parent Reports at the end of Autumn 2, Spring 2 and Summer 2 will include a
GCSE Attainment Grade, GCSE Predicted Grade and GCSE Target Grade.

Please note – Year 10: Some GCSE subjects in Year 10 will remain on the current GCSE
A*-G grading system. In these GCSE subjects your child will be assessed using A*-G but in all
other GCSE subjects the assessment will be 1-9. Year 10 GCSE Subjects that will remain on
A*-G are: GCSE Business, Media, Mandarin and Resistant Materials.
Please see below for the GCSE 1-9 Conversion Table:
GCSE 1-9 Grades Conversation Table
End of Primary Level

New GCSE grade

Old GCSE Grade

6c

9

A* & A

5a

8

5b

7

5c

6

4a

5

4b

4

4c

3

3a-3b

2

3c-

1

B&C

D, E, F & G

___________________________________________________________________________________

Punctuality Initiative
In an effort to reduce the number of

to tackle the ‘usual late suspects’.

students for two weeks after which

students being late to school, Evelyn

This is done on a random day each

they are checked for any signs of

Grace Academy have been working

week and Targeted students have

improvement. Any student that does

with the Lambeth Education Welfare

also been given a ‘Punctuality

not improve their punctuality will

Officer and compiling a weekly

Report’ and a list is circulated to all

gate check in the morning in order

Form Tutors. Reports are given to

automatically receive a Saturday
detention.
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Information and Dates
At Evelyn Grace Academy we place great
importance on attendance and punctuality
and understand that both

you and your child play a big part in this. By
ensuring your child attends on time every
day you are teaching

WE WILL
CONSIDER

your child a valuable life skill which will
stand them in good stead throughout their
lives.

Genuine illness (not a minor ailment) but please provide
proof where possible
Short term emergency

AUTHORISING

Bereavement

ABSENCES
FOR THE

Emergency dental or doctor’s appointment
(please try and make appointments outside of school hours
and always provide evidence of appointment)

FOLLOWING

Hospital treatment
(again always provide evidence of this to school)

REASONS:

Certain days for religious observation

THE

Shopping
(which includes shopping for uniform and shoes)

FOLLOWING

Hair cuts

TYPES OF
ABSENCE

Truancy
Birthday treats, days out, airports visits or trips
Looking after siblings or family member

WILL NOT BE

Illness at the start or end of a term
(unless proof is provided)

AUTHORISED:

Non-urgent medical or dental appointments
Oversleeping or “not realising” school was open

Please remember
Please remember school starts at
8.30am and the register closes shortly
after this time. If your child arrives
after the register closes this will be
recorded as unauthorised absence
from the morning register.

Please note that all unauthorised
absences are investigated and
passed to the School Attendance
Officer. Where there are excessive
unauthorised absences, the school may
decide to issue a Penalty Notice.

Don’t
forget!
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Key Dates
Christmas Break

21st December 2016, 12:30pm

Bank Holiday Monday

02nd January 2017

Staff Inset Day

03rd & 04th January 2017

All Students return

05th January 2017

Sixth Form Parents Evening

12th January 2017

PTA Meeting

01st February 2017

Term Ends

10th February 2017

Half Term

13th – 17th February 2017

All Students return

20th February 2017

Year 11 Parent’s Evening

16th March 2017

Inset Day

17th March 2017

Term Ends

31st March 2017

Attendance
and Punctuality
Please note that the Education
Act 1996 states that:
“If any child of compulsory
school age who is a registered
pupil at a school fails to attend
regularly at the school, his/ her
parent is guilty of an offence.”
Important changes to holidays in
term time Parents do not have
an automatic right to take
children out of school for
holidays and this is discouraged.
Since September 2013 schools
are not allowed to authorise any
holidays taken by families in
term time unless there are
exceptional reasons for doing so
and proof is provided of these
circumstances.
Any holidays taken will be
subject to follow up by the
School Attendance Officer and
Lambeth Council and the
possibility of Penalty Notices
being issued to each
parent/carer.

What you need to do
You must always notify the school

If you leave a message please

If you have any questions or concerns

before 8.30am if your child is absent

speak clearly stating your child’s

please contact Ms Foster, our

by calling the Academy number

full name, Year Group and the

attendance manager who will be able

020 7737 9520 and selecting

reason for the absence.

to clarify any points.

Option 1 for attendance.
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ADDRESS:
EMAIL:
PHONE:
Twitter:

255 Shakespeare Road, London, SE24 0QN
info@evelyngraceacademy.org
+44 (0)20 7737 9520
@ARKEvelynGrace

