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The DofE programme has been running
at EGA for the past three years. It
is designed to provide opportunities
for students to be awarded for their
commitment to learning new skills,
getting fit, and volunteering in their
local communities. They are also
required to complete two self-sufficient
expeditions in unfamiliar countryside. It
is offered at three levels, Bronze, Silver
and Gold, and these reflect the amount
of time students commit to their
chosen activities, and to the difficulty
of the terrain they are expected
to traverse whilst on expedition.

The programme is highly valued by
employers, colleges and universities.
This year, EGA’s DofE provision has
grown. We now offer the Gold award
to year 12 students, who are due
to go on two four-day expeditions
to the Yorkshire Dales in July and
September. The Bronze provision has
grown from 21 to 35, all of whom have
successfully completed two weekend
expeditions in the Ashdown Forest and
are now holders of the Bronze Duke of
Edinburgh Award. Well done all.

Sport
• Football
• Rugby
• Cheerleading
• Netball
• Athletics
• Basketball
• Sports Week
School Attendance
Key Dates

Eton Open Debating competition
Shaquille in Year 12 continues to
deliver debating excellence! He came
second in his category in the Eton
Open Debating Competition. Evelyn
Grace Academy continues to hold

its own amongst some of the finest
state and independent schools in the
country. We believe that debating
gives our students an excellent
foundation and a skill which will stay

with them into higher education and
beyond. Debating takes place every
week here at EGA in both junior and
senior debating clubs.
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Message from the
Principal
Welcome to this edition of The Evelyn
Grace News. I trust that you will find
it informative and useful as a way of
keeping up to date with what’s been
happening at Evelyn Grace Academy.
This edition contains a summary of
last term’s activities and a taste of
what we can look forward to for the
rest of the year. We are very proud of
the successes and achievements of all
of our students and I hope you enjoy
reading about them. Evelyn Grace
Academy celebrated strong GCSE
results with some amazing student
success stories. There was an increase
in the number of students getting the
EBacc – a basket of rigorous academic
subjects. Sisters Amarachi and
Onyinyechi proved to be an academic
double act this year – scooping sixteen
A* and A grades at GCSE between
them, as well as 2 Bs. We’re incredibly
proud of the achievements of all the
students and look forward to hearing
of their further successes.
I am very grateful to staff who
continue to go the extra mile in
providing excellent extra-curricular

activities for our students. Last term
we had a number of trips and visits
in this country and abroad including
a very successful Languages trip to
Barcelona, a sports trip to Anfield
and Old Trafford, a philosophy festival
trip as well as a number of visits to
universities.
We’re incredibly proud of our fantastic
sporting successes this year at
local and national level. Boys’ and
girls’ sport continue to excel at EGA
including football, basketball, netball,
scuba diving and a whole host of other
active pursuits that continue to instil
resilience and team-building character
in our students. Our magnificent
annual Sports Day took place on 8 July
at Crystal Palace Stadium and saw
some fabulous performances across
the board.
We’ve made a strong start to this
term and I look forward to working
with students and staff to make the
forthcoming year even more successful
than last.
Mr Hanson

“We’re incredibly
proud of our
sporting successes
this year at local
and national level“

					

PTA Volunteers
CALLING ALL PARENTS AND CARERS
Come and be part of Evelyn Grace Academy Parent
Teacher Association (EGA PTA)
You are vital to the success of the school
You will be part of a great network
Make a difference - we aim to establish a supportive and encouraging community for the entire school
Your voice matters - your ideas and involvement can help improve the environment and education for all
the children at our school
By getting involved with our PTA, you will show your children that not only are they important to you but
their education is as well. See dates of all PTA meeting
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Enrichment

Barcelona Trip

How The Lights Get In Festival
Six Year 12 students, accompanied by
Mr Grogono and Ms Sookdew, took part
in the inaugural Philosophy School at
the How The Light Gets In Festival in
Hay-on-Wye at the beginning of May.
All the students had recently sat their
Philosophy AS-level exam, and were
seeking deeper answers to the many
philosophical questions that had arisen
during the year. Six workshops run
by the New College of the Humanities
offered an introduction to Moral
Philosophy and Political Philosophy
– while numerous lectures and gigs
around the festival site covered topics
such as narcissism and selfies, brains
versus beauty and the philosophy of
Love. The EGA students were given
special accolades by the University
lecturers for their enthusiastic
engagement in the workshops – and

clearly enjoyed the other events on
offer around the site. It was with heavy
hearts that they left their yurts, after
a whirlwind 48 hours of philosophical
intrigue and investigation. The groundbreaking trip was celebrated in the
Evening Standard the next day.

It was a valuable experience for
all the pupils who attended and
particularly beneficial for those
who will be taking Spanish for
GCSE.

Philosophy Lecture

Six keen Philosophy students set
off to the Conway Hall in Holborn
to hear the legendary Professor
Peter Singer explain how we
should be Effective Altruists in
modern society. Professor Singer
is a star of the A2 Philosophy
course, and the students were
keen to hear his controversial
views in person, and engage in
a bit of philosophical sparring.
Professor Singer offered a

Ark Music Gala
Our incredibly talented students took
to one of the world’s most iconic
stages in a musical extravaganza on
Tuesday 30 June.
Students from across the Ark Network
sang for an audience of 2,000 people
at London’s Barbican Centre as part of
the Ark Music Gala. The schools joined
over 20 other schools from London,
Birmingham, Hastings and Portsmouth,
all of which have been working to

We had a great trip to Barcelona
last term. Pupils were able to
experience the Spanish culture
first-hand.
We visited famous tourist
attractions, swam, ate traditional
Spanish tapas and surrounded
ourselves in the Spanish culture
for the short but sweet time we
had in beautiful Barcelona.

create inspiring musical pieces for the
Gala.
Year 7 Evelyn Grace Academy student
Rakeem Glenville said: “The experience
has been absolutely exhilarating.
Practicing for the Music Gala and
our joint performance with Ark All
Saints Academy has meant that
I’ve discovered new music and new
instruments.”

thought-provoking talk about the
rational place to direct charitable
donations, arguing that giving
to homeless people in the street
was immoral. Emmanuel and
Moloko were both eager to ask
questions in the public discussion
afterwards, but there too many
questions and too little time
unfortunately.
Next time Professor Singer, beware!
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Literacy Week
Literacy Week was back and BIGGER
than ever this year!
During the week students went around
the world solving global Literacy with
Free the Children, they’ve met Romeo
and Juliet, been transported to World
War One with Private Peaceful and
Firecracker Theatre, escaped the
clutches of Dracula, written their
own crime-fiction novel, challenged
stereotypes and peer pressure through
Drama, become Spelling Superstars,
Countdown Champions and visited
universities across the South East.

The students formed beautifully
engaged audiences for the
internationally acclaimed, Young
Shakespeare Company, amazing
authors David Gatward, Anna
Fitzpatrick and Brixton’s own,
Alex Wheatle.
Whilst still finding time to be dazzled
by the talent of a variety of their fellow
students who showcased their Drama,
Dance, Art and Musical ability at EGA’s
first Brixton Fringe Festival.
It was a fitting end to a challenging but
wonderful year.

Jack Petchey

Library
The library now has round 15,000
books available for students
including an extensive Sixth Form
section. Parents should have
received a letter about accessing
the school library online. You
can use this service to view our
catalogue, and to see what books
your children are reading.
All students in KS3 are registered
for the Accelerated Reader
program (AR). AR is a computer
program that helps teachers and
librarians manage and monitor
children’s independent reading
practice. Your child picks a book at
their own level and reads it at their
own pace. When finished, your child
takes a short quiz on the computer.

“During the week
students went
around the world
solving global
Literacy with Free
the Children“

(Passing the quiz is an indication
that your child understood what
was read.)
AR gives children, teachers, and
librarians feedback based on the
quiz results, which the teacher
then uses to help your child set
goals and direct ongoing reading
practice. Children using AR choose
their own books to read, rather
than having one assigned to them.
This makes reading a much more
enjoyable experience as they can
choose books that are interesting
to them. Students are expected to
read one book every two weeks,
please help us to improve this
program by ensuring that your
child reads for at least 20
minutes every day.

Parents can contact the librarian with any questions via the following
email address egalibrary@evelyngraceacademy.org.

Nine students and Ms Edwards
received prestigious Jack Petchey
Foundation Achievement Awards at a
special annual event held at the Purcell
Rooms on Monday 8 June.
The event honoured Achievement
award winners aged 11-25 who
received medallions to go with their
framed certificate and a cheque
for £200, already presented. They
were nominated by their peers and
leaders, winning awards for a variety
of achievements but mostly for doing
their best.
The students and Ms Edwards collected
their awards from Superintendent Neil
Patton who is the Deputy Commander
of Lambeth. They also had their
pictures taken with the Mayor of
Lambeth Councillor Donatus Anyanwu.

“Nine students
and Ms Edwards
received
prestigious Jack
Petchey Awards“
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Sport
Basketball
Teams have been competing regularly against other schools and the school as a
whole are on a massive winning streak. The hard work, early mornings and late
nights are proving to be meaningful in terms of developing excellence within our
students.
Last year the following teams have achieved the following Accolades:
Under 16 – Lambeth Champions and Ark Champions
Under 14 – Ark Champions
Under 13 - Final Four in Junior NBA League

Athletics
The boys performed well at the
Lambeth borough competitions
last term with Emanuel Sarpong
in the 300m and Grant Sessay in
the Javelin being the standout
performances of the day.
Students have benefited from
the regular training on Tuesday
and Thursday this year from top
sprints coach Josh Swaray.
We are looking forward to
more excellent performances in
athletics next year.

Under 15 and Under 17 competed in the DENG League.

Rugby

Cheerleading

Rugby continues to go from strength
to strength at EGA. The boys in year
8 and year 9 had a successful year
competing in competitions and rugby
festivals. The boys had the pleasure of
visiting Twickenham, English home of
Rugby, for a tour of the royal suit and
VIP areas.

Cheerleading has been a huge
success with KS3 girls at EGA.
We had the King’s College
Lions Cheerleaders coming in
teaching our girls some stunting
techniques and they loved it! As
the weeks went by, EGA girls have
made tremendous progress in
completing their first routine for
EGA. There were dance, stunts,
tumbling and even our own EGA
chant. We held a performance
with Bolingbroke academy here in
our dance studio, and they were
amazed at what we produced as a
squad. We aim to carry this on this
year and will be debuting to the
rest of the school very soon!

To top the event off the boys reached
the quarter-finals of the touch Rugby
competition against 16 schools from
across the country. The BBC also kept
up their tradition of interviewing our
students for the 6pm news.

Sports Week
Sport week was a phenomenal success last year and something we are looking
to build on in the future. Guest speakers and presenters under the theme ‘From
Good to Great’ included:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sir Clive Woodward – Rugby World Cup winning manager
Brede Hangeland – Premier League and International defender
Alistair Campbell – Author and political aide
James Kerr – Author of ‘Legacy: Lessons in Leadership’
Greg Dyke – Chairman of the FA
Richard Scudamore – Chief Executive of the Premier League
Helen Grant MP – Minister for Sport
Zavon Hines – Ex-England U21 footballer
Drew Sullivan – GB basketball captain
Dillian Whyte – Heavyweight boxer
Patrick Barlcay – Sports journalist for Evening Standard

We are very much
looking forward to
the 2016 edition
and look forward
to welcoming more
guests from the
sporting world
to Evelyn Grace
Academy.
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Sport
Football
2014/15 was the most successful
year in the history of Evelyn
Grace. Highlights included the
Year 10 team winning the Outer
London Cup and the Year 9
team winning the South London
Competition. The team managers
have given their time to ensure
all year groups have made
progress and we look forward to
pushing on even more this year.
Our Year 7 team have already
made a winning start to the
2015/16 season!
The Year 9 team celebrating winning the South London Cup

Mr Graham and the Fulham
Coaches have continued to
work hard with our girls. Their
fixtures last year resulted in some
emphatic wins.
The Year 10 team celebrating winning the Outer London Cup

15 selected girls from KS3 and
KS4 had the opportunity to take
part in the FA Girls’ Football
Festival.
They were involved in many
skilled workshops and a friendly
tournament against local schools.
And of course we won all 4
matches! Our aim this year is to
bring home a cup!

The Year 11 team in their last season at Evelyn Grace Academy

WELL
DONE ALL!
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Information
and Dates
At Evelyn Grace Academy we place
great importance on attendance and
punctuality and understand that both

you and your child play a big part in
this. By ensuring your child attends
on time every day you are teaching

WE WILL
CONSIDER
AUTHORISING
ABSENCES
FOR THE
FOLLOWING
REASONS:

your child a valuable life skill which will
stand them in good stead throughout
their lives.

Genuine illness (not a minor ailment) but please
provide proof where possible
Short term emergency
Bereavement
Emergency dental or doctor’s appointment
(please try and make appointments outside of school 		
hours and always provide evidence of appointment)
Hospital treatment
(again always provide evidence of this to school)
Certain days for religious observation

THE
FOLLOWING
TYPES OF
ABSENCE
WILL NOT BE
AUTHORISED:

Shopping
(which includes shopping for uniform and shoes)
Hair cuts
Truancy
Birthday treats, days out, airports visits or trips
Looking after siblings or family member
Illness at the start or end of a term
(unless proof is provided)
Non-urgent medical or dental appointments
Oversleeping or “not realising” school was open
•

Please remember
Please remember school starts at
8.30am and the register closes shortly
after this time. If your child arrives
after the register closes this will be
recorded as unauthorised absence
from the morning register.

Minor Ailments
(including headlice, hay fever, sniffles etc)

Please note that all unauthorised
absences are investigated and
passed to the School Attendance
Officer. Where there are excessive
unauthorised absences, the school may
decide to issue a Penalty Notice.
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Information
and Dates
Attendance and Punctuality
Please note that the Education
Act 1996 states that ‘If any child
of compulsory school age who is a
registered pupil at a school fails to
attend regularly at the school, his/
her parent is guilty of an offence.”
Important changes to holidays in term

time Parents do not have an automatic
right to take children out of school
for holidays and this is discouraged.
Since September 2013 schools are
not allowed to authorise any holidays
taken by families in term time unless
there are exceptional reasons for

doing so and proof is provided of these
circumstances. Any holidays taken will
be subject to follow up by the School
Attendance Officer and Lambeth
Council and the possibility of Penalty
Notices being issued to each parent/
carer.

Key Dates
Half Term

Monday 26th October 2015

Staff Inset

Monday 2nd November 2015

All Students Return

Tuesday 3rd November 2015

Christmas Break

Friday 18th December 2015 12:30pm

All Students Return

Tuesday 5th January 2016

What you need to do
You must always notify the school
before 8.30am if your child is absent
by calling the Academy number 020
7737 9520 and selecting Option 1 for
Attendance.

If you leave a message please speak
clearly stating your child’s full name,
Year Group and the reason for the
absence.

If you have any questions or concerns
please contact Ms Morris, our
attendance officer who will be able
to clarify any points.

ADDRESS 255 Shakespeare Road, London, London, SE24 0QN
EMAIL info@evelyngraceacademy.org
PHONE +44 (0)20 7737 9520
TWITTER @ARKEvelynGrace

