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Our Curriculum vision
Intent
Knowledge - we have designed a curriculum which is of relevance to our context and student body. At the
heart of our curriculum is knowledge and information that adds to our students’ cultural capital. The more
you know the more you can think about, as you cannot think about that which you do not know. We have
decided what the key knowledge is that will enable our students to leave our academy cleverer and kinder. It
is shared with our students and parents in curriculum booklets.
Vocabulary – our curriculum will be vocabulary rich as closing the advantage gap is about closing
vocabulary gaps between word poor and word rich households.
Mastery – our curriculum with include well-planned opportunities to retrieve essential knowledge and
master its application.
Fertile Questions – all of our schemes of learning use questions to stimulate our students’ curiosity and
develop their independent learning. These questions require developed responses from our students and
each lesson provides part of a response to the enquiry question which is answered through acquired and
applied knowledge.
Backwards planning - We have identified the essential knowledge for each subject in each year, planning
backwards from Year 11. The curriculum therefore sequences this knowledge in an order which helps to
grow and develop our students’ minds.
Enrichment - We also offer a broad and varied enrichment programme so that students may explore and
develop their talents and character beyond the classroom.
Implementation
Groupings - students are set across the core subjects (English, Maths, Science and MFL) in all year groups
using prior and current attainment data. Students who have excelled in languages follow the Mandarin
excellence programme (MEP). Across other Key Stage 3 (Y7-9) subjects, groups are mixed achievement.
There is a focus on the core but time is still devoted to practical and expressive subjects.
Careful groupings can significantly improve student progress and we are committed to taking the time and
effort required to get groupings right for our students. Groups are reviewed throughout the year, and
changes made where appropriate.
Planning - Our curriculum has been thoroughly planned with high expectations and challenge, thinking
about what we are teaching and the context and sequence of topics. We give our departments timetabled coplanning time to train and also to prepare their curriculum. This book contains a curriculum overview for
each subject laying out the key knowledge that our students will be learning throughout Year 8.
The implementation of our curriculum prioritises;
SAY IT:

Eloquence and vocabulary are key to our students becoming clever and kinder.

WRITE IT:

We have a whole school approach to improving the quality of writing.

KNOW IT:

Our curriculum is knowledge–rich with embedded strategies such as the ANSWER model to
help our students memorise and apply essential knowledge.

Our priorities are backed up with an emphasis on fertile questions and vocabulary. Fertile questions open
our students’ minds to possibilities and allow then to think about and explore topics. We focus on
vocabulary identifying the key vocab that our students need in every lesson.
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Impact
The impact of our curriculum will be reflected in our outcomes across every year and also how our students
act, perform and how they are perceived in our local community.
To support this, we carefully analyse attainment data to target students so that they may attend mastery
lessons after school, so that the gaps in understanding are bridged. We also monitor attendance at
enrichment activities.
Year overview
Subject
English
Maths
Science
Mandarin/Spanish
Geography
History
RE
Computing
Music
PE
Art/Drama/Design & Technology
(Each subject is studied for one term)
Total

Number of lessons
6
6
4
3
2
2
1
1
1
2
2
30

Assessment
At EGA, assessing students learning is a vital component of every lesson and every unit of work. This
involves checking how students are doing with each new concept, idea or skill introduced. If we find out a
student doesn’t ‘know it’, we review how we taught it and go back and approach the learning in a different
way. This could be giving students more practice or a different way of consolidating their learning.
Assessment takes place in lessons on an ongoing basis and could include in-class targeted questioning,
evaluative tasks, whiteboards/traffic lights, short quizzes, etc.
This feeds into the Assessment cycle where students will take formal assessments that take place during the
times shown below. We will use that data to set students where appropriate and to inform interventions.
Term
Autumn
Summer

Type
Assessment
Assessment

Subjects
All subjects
All subjects

Dates
Wednesday 27th November – Wednesday 11th December
Monday 22nd June – Thursday 2nd July

Below you will see what reports you should expect to receive and when.
Year group

Autumn - December

8

Data report

Spring

Summer - July
Data report
Tutor report

Curriculum Overview
The following documents the essential knowledge and skills that all our Year 8s will need to know in each
subject area.
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English (Mastery) – Year 8
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6

Homework

Literary Heritage - ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle
Scientific developments in the Victorian era
Could medicine and science cure all evils? Was God necessary anymore? Could society change
to incorporate new science as well as a belief in God?
Class and society in Victorian England
Does being rich mean that you are above the law?
The role of the working class and how they were seen as criminal and sinful
The detective genre
How the writer uses red herrings to confuse the reader, The detective as a character
Grammar and Writing (across Terms 1 and 2) - Discourse markers; linking paragraphs;
complex sentences; correcting fragments; independent clauses
Literary Heritage - ‘The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes’ by Arthur Conan Doyle
Duality
Holmes as the scientific and rational mind/Watson as the romantic dreamer
Further detail on the battle between science and religion
Periodicals
Why were they more popular than the novel?
The introduction of the ‘cliff-hanger’
Literary Heritage – ‘The Tempest’ by Shakespeare
The Elizabethan age of exploration
The new age of conquest – how England rules the waves
The power of wealth and how pleasing the Queen meant everything
Colonialism
Are natives barbaric? Should power mean the ability to destroy? Does conquest mean slavery?
Nature/nurture
Does society make us who we are or are we born that way? What makes us who we are?
The form of a comedy
Young lovers overcoming difficulty, situations over character, ending happily and in marriage
Grammar for Writing (across Terms 3 and 4) - Closed book analysis; composing a
balanced argument; subordinate clauses; correcting commas splices
Literary Heritage – ‘The Tempest’ by Shakespeare
Subplots
Antonio and Sebastian plot to kill the king Alonso. The second the fools, Stephano, Trinculo, and
Caliban and their plot to kill Prospero. The third subplot is that of the lovers.
Soliloquy and monologue
How Shakespeare uses dramatic form
Italian city-states
Why did Shakespeare set the play in Italy? What are city-states?
Literary Heritage – ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell
Allegory
What does the farm represent? Why does Orwell choose to represent Stalinist Russia through
the farm?
Orwell’s life and times
He was a man of strong opinions who addressed some of the major political movements of his
times, including imperialism, fascism and communism.
The Russian Revolution
How does historical context influence our understanding of a text?
Why was the Russian Revolution so important historically?
Grammar for Writing (across Terms 5 and 6) - Creative writing; extended metaphor;
writing character; describing settings
Literary Heritage – ‘Animal Farm’ by George Orwell
Reoccurring imagery
The commandments, apples, the windmill
Irony and corruption
How to the pigs force the other farm animals to agree? Why is it easier to agree with what we are
told? How does corruption destroy the farm? What role does irony play in the text?
Students will receive homework at least twice weekly to consist of reading and comprehension
questions; revision exercises; practice papers and questions; research
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Maths (Mastery) – Year 8
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

Working with Number
Unit 1 – Primes and Factorising
x Find the factors and multiples of a number
x Find the prime factors of a number
x Determine HCF and LCM by prime factorisation
x Find squares, square roots, cubes and cube roots using prime factorisation
x Use indices to record repeated multiplication
Unit 2 – Add and Subtract Fractions
x Use equivalent fractions
x Add and subtract fractions with like and unlike denominators
x Add and subtract fractions mixed numbers and improper fractions
x Convert between improper fractions and mixed numbers
x Add and subtract fractions mixed numbers and improper fractions
Number and Algebra
Unit 3 – Positive and Negative Numbers
x Represent and order positive and negative integers on a number line
x Show addition and subtraction on a number line
x Apply the four basic operations on positive and negative integers
x Calculate with rational and decimal numbers (including negative numbers)
Unit 4 – Sequences, Expressions and Equations
x Recognise and represent number patterns (including finding an algebraic expression for
the th term)
x Distinguish between terms and coefficients in algebraic expressions
x Distinguish between like and unlike terms in algebraic expressions
x Simplify expressions, collect like terms and expand and factorise linear expressions
x Substitute numerical values into formulae and expressions
x Solve linear equations in one unknown
x Solve simple fractional equations that can be reduced to linear equations
x Formulate a linear equation in one unknown to solve problems
2D Geometry
Unit 5 – Triangles and Angles in Parallel Lines
x Construct a triangle from given information (sides/angles)
x Classify special quadrilaterals on the basis of their properties: define a parallelogram,
rhombus and trapezium
x Construct quadrilaterals from given information (sides/angles)
x Identify the different types of angles formed by parallel lines and a transversal such as
corresponding angles, alternate angles and interior angles
x Use the various properties of angles to find unknown angles
x Find unknown angles in geometrical figures involving square, rectangle, parallelogram,
rhombus, trapezium and triangle
Unit 6 – Length and Area
x Convert between cm² and m²
x Find the area and perimeter of a figure made up of some of the following shapes: square,
rectangle, triangle
x Find the areas of parallelograms and trapezia
x Find the areas and perimeters of composite plane figures
x Solve word problems involving area and perimeter
Proportional Reasoning
Unit 7 – Percentage Change
x Use percentages greater than 100%
x Express one quantity as a percentage of another
x Compare two quantities by percentage
x Increase or decrease a quantity by a given percentage
x Understand how to compare quantities using percentages
x Reverse percentages: find the original quantity given a part of it and its percentage
x Reverse percentages: find the original quantity when we know its final value after the
percentage increase or decrease
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Term 5

Term 6

Homework

x Solve problems involving percentages and reverse percentages
Unit 8 – Ratio
x Interpret
and
, where , and are whole numbers
x Compare two or more quantities by ratio
x Understand the relationship between ratios and fractions
x Write equivalent ratios, and find the missing term in a pair of equivalent ratios
x Express ratios involving rational numbers in their simplest form
x Divide a quantity in a given ratio
x Find the whole/ one part when a whole is divided into parts in a given ratio
x Solve word problems involving ratio
x Use the relationship between distance, time and speed
x Write speed in different units such as km/h, m/min, m/s and cm/s
x Convert from one unit of speed to another (e.g. km/h to m/s)
x Solve word problems involving speed, uniform speed and average speed
2D and 3D Geometry
Unit 9 – Rounding
x Round off a number to a required number of decimal places
x Round off a number to a required number of significant figures
x Estimate the answer to a given problem
x Identify rounding and truncation errors
Unit 10 – Circles
x Use formulae to calculate the area and circumference of a circle
x Find the area and perimeter of semicircle (half circle) and quarter circle
x Solve word problems involving area and perimeter
Unit 11 – 3D Shapes and Nets
x Recognise nets of 3D shapes
x Build and name 3D shapes
x Draw plans and elevations of a given solid
x Identify a solid from its plans and elevations
Unit 12 – Surface Area and Volume
x Find the volumes of cubes and cuboids
x Find the volumes of prisms and cylinders
x Find the volumes of composite solids
x Explore the surface area of cubes, cuboids, cylinders other prisms and composite solids
x Convert between cm³ and m³
Data Handling
Unit 14 – Statistics
x Find the mean, median more and range from raw datasets
x Use the mean/median/mode to compare data sets
x Use an average plus the range to compare datasets
x Find the mode, median and mean from tables and graphical representations (not
grouped)
x Explore methods of data collection including surveys, questionnaires and the use of
secondary data
x Appreciate the difference between discrete and continuous data
x Classify and tabulate data Conduct statistical investigations using collected data
x Draw, analyse and interpret graphs including those met in year 7
We will be using HegartyMaths. 2 pieces will be set by your teacher each week and you must
meet the following expectations.
1. You watch the video and copy the examples/make notes in your maths book.
2. You complete the quiz online and show your working out in your maths book.
3. You mark the quiz in your book and make any corrections. Re-do the quiz if you get less
than 70%.

To stretch
myself…

You can look at the building blocks available on HegartyMaths and complete more challenging
content from the topic you are currently covering or revisit a topic you have already been taught.

KS4 Exam Board

Edexcel/Pearson
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Science (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

P2.1 Electricity and Magnetism
P2.1.1 How do objects become charged and how do they interact?
P2.1.2 What happens to current in a circuit?
P2.1.3 What is potential difference and how do we measure it?
P2.1.4 How do current and potential difference vary between series and parallel circuits?
Core Practical: Investigating how current and potential difference are related.
P2.1.5 What is resistance and how is it different in conductors and insulators?
P2.1.6 What are magnets and magnetic fields?
P2.1.7 How can we make and electromagnet and change its strength?
P2.1.8 How are electromagnets useful?
C2.1 Periodic Table
C2.1.1 What is the difference between a metal and a non-metal?
C2.1.2 Why are elements arranged into groups and periods?
C2.1.3 How do alkali metals react with water?
C2.1.4 How does reactivity change in group 7?
Core Practical: Investigating displacement reactions of halides.
C2.1.5 How are group 0 elements different to other elements?
B2.1 Health and Lifestyle
B2.1.1 Why do we need to eat?
B2.1.2 How and why do we test food for nutrients?
B2.1.3 What are the consequences of an unhealthy diet?

Term 2

B2.1 Health and Lifestyle
B2.1.4 Why do we need to digest our food?
B2.1.5 Is there anything that helps digestion?
Core Practical: Investigating the rate of amylase activity.
B2.1.6 How do drugs affect the body?
B2.1.7 How does alcohol affect the body?
B2.1.8 How does smoking affect the body?
P2.2 Energy
P2.2.1 Why do we say that food is fuel?
P2.2.2 Can energy be created or destroyed?
P2.2.3 How is thermal energy different to temperature?
P2.2.4 How can we explain thermal energy transfer in terms of particles?
Core Practical: Investigating thermal conduction.

Term 3

P2.2 Energy
P2.2.5 Are particles needed for energy transfer?
P2.2.6 Why are energy resources important?
P2.2.7 What is the difference between energy and power?
P2.2.8 What is the link between work done and energy?
C2.2 Separation Techniques
C2.2.1 How is a mixture different to a pure substance?
C2.2.2 What is the difference between solutes and solvents?
C2.2.3 How can we find out the solubility of a solute?
C2.2.4 How can you separate an insoluble substance from water?
C2.2.5 How is distillation different to evaporation when separating a salt solution?
C2.2.6 What is chromatography used to separate?
Core Practical: Identifying the ink in a pen using chromatography.
B2.2 Ecosystem Processes
B2.2.1 Where do plants get the things they need to carry out photosynthesis?
Core Practical: Testing Leaves for Starch
B2.2.2 How is a leaf well adapted to carry out photosynthesis?
B2.2.3 Why do plants need minerals?
B2.2.4 How can a cell make glucose without photosynthesis?
B2.2.5 Why do living things respire?
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Term 4

B2.2 Ecosystem Processes
B2.2.6 How is anaerobic respiration different to aerobic respiration?
B2.2.7 What does a food web show?
B2.2.8 What happens when one animal is removed from a food web?
B2.2.9 What happens if two organisms have the same ecological niche?
P2.3 Motion and Pressure
P2.3.1 How do speed cameras calculate the speed of a car?
P2.3.2 How can we show a journey using a graph?
Core Practical: Investigating the speed of students in the class.
P2.3.3 How can the pressure of a gas be changed?
P2.3.4 Why does the pressure increase as you dive deeper in the sea?
P2.3.5 How does pressure affect solids?
P2.3.6 What do we call forces which turn something?
C2.3 Reactions of Metals
C2.3.1 What happens when we react metals with acids?
C2.3.2 What happens when we react metals with oxygen?
C2.3.3 What happens when we react metals with water?
Core Practical: Investigating the reactivity of metals.
C2.3.4 Which is the most reactive metal?
C2.3.5 How do we extract metals from their ores?
C2.3.6 What are the properties and uses of ceramics?
C2.3.7 What is a polymer and what do we use it for?

Term 5

C2.3 Reactions of Metals
C2.3.8 What happens when we mix different types of materials to make new ones?
B2.3 Adaptation and Inheritance
B2.3.1 Why are certain animals only found in certain places?
B2.3.2 How do animals compete with one another?
B2.3.3 Why is everybody not exactly the same?
Core Practical: Investigating the population of plants.
B2.3.4 What are the different types of variation within a species?
B2.3.5 How are characteristics passed from parent to child?
B2.3.6 How does evolution happen?
B2.3.7 How can we prevent extinction?
C2.4 The Earth
C2.4.1 What is the Earth made of?
C2.4.2 What are sedimentary rocks?
C2.4.3 How can volcanoes make rocks?
C2.4.4 Have the rocks on Earth been there since the beginning?

Term 6

Homework

C2.4 The Earth
C2.4.5 How has the level of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere changed over time?
C2.4.6 What is the problem with carbon dioxide in the atmosphere?
C2.4.7 Why should we recycle as much as possible?
Seneca online homework
Half-termly home learning booklet

To stretch
myself…

Answer the fertile questions in depth
Write fertile questions of your own
Investigate science in the news

KS4 Exam Board

AQA
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Mandarin (MEP) – Year 8
Term 1

1.1.1.
1.1.2.
1.1.3.
1.1.4.
1.1.5.
1.1.6.

My Summer Holidays – What is your favourite holiday?
Discussing holidays, preferences and weather
Saying what you did on holiday
Using the present tense
Using the past tense
Using opinions

Term 2

1.1.7.
1.1.8.
1.1.9.
1.1.10.
1.1.11.
1.1.12.
1.1.13.
1.1.14.

Film, Music and Technology - What is your favourite film or music? Why?
Saying what you use your phone for
Saying what type of music you like
Talking about TV
Saying what you did yesterday
Using the present and past tense together
Giving a range of opinions
Making comparisons

Term 3

1.1.15.
1.1.16.
1.1.17.
1.1.18.
1.1.19.
1.1.20.
1.1.21.
1.1.22.

Eating Out - How do you order food and drinks in a Chinese restaurant?
Saying what food you like
Describing meal times
Ordering a meal
Discussing what to buy for a party
Saying what you do and don’t want
Forming and answering questions
Using the near future tense

Term 4

1.1.23.
1.1.24.
1.1.25.
1.1.26.
1.1.27.
1.1.28.

Invitations - How would you organise an evening out with friends and families?
Arranging to go out
Making excuses
Discussing getting ready to go out
Talking about sporting events
Using 我喜欢

1.1.29. Using 我爱，我会
Term 5

Term 6

Homework

Clothing + Recap/ Exam Strategy - What is your opinion about fashion? Why?
1.1.30. Talking about clothes
1.1.31. Using three tenses (past, present, future)
1.1.32. Saying ‘these/ this’
1.1.33. Using adjectives accurately
1.1.34. Memorisation techniques and strategies
1.1.35. Revision of key vocab and verbs/ exam skills in preparation for EOY exam
1.1.36. Revision and memorisation skills/ Exam strategy and techniques
1.1.37. Closing gaps
1.1.38. Answering and forming questions
A weekly vocabulary test (20 words per week)
Use the vocabulary list given for each module.
A grammar or reading task to support learning in lessons.

To stretch
myself…

Learn an extra 10 words per week/ complete extension task on hand-out
Use revision website: Go Chinese
Use the Revision Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Mandarin Pearson Revision Guide to review previous
topics.

KS4 Exam Board

Edexcel/Pearson
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Spanish (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

My Summer Holidays: Which word best describes the highlight of your summer holiday and
why?
1.1.39. Memorisation techniques and strategies
1.1.40. Discussing holidays, preferences and weather
1.1.41. Saying what you did on holiday
1.1.42. Using the present tense
1.1.43. Using the past tense
1.1.44. Using opinions

Term 2

Film, Music & Technology: What can you do with technology now that you couldn’t do in the
past?
1.1.45. Saying what you use your phone for
1.1.46. Saying what type of music you like
1.1.47. Talking about TV
1.1.48. Saying what you did yesterday
1.1.49. Using the present and past tense together
1.1.50. Giving a range of opinions
1.1.51. Making comparisons

Term 3

Eating Out: Do actions speak louder than words in a Spanish restaurant?
1.1.52. Saying what food you like
1.1.53. Describing meal times
1.1.54. Ordering a meal
1.1.55. Discussing what to buy for a party
1.1.56. Saying what you do and don’t want
1.1.57. Forming and answering questions
1.1.58. Using the near future tense
1.1.59. Understanding the use of ‘usted’ and ‘ustedes’

Term 4

Invitations: Has online messaging really changed the way we speak?
1.1.60. Arranging to go out
1.1.61. Making excuses
1.1.62. Discussing getting ready to go out
1.1.63. Talking about sporting events
1.1.64. Using ‘me gustaría’
1.1.65. Using ‘quiero’ and ‘puedo’
1.1.66. Using reflexive verbs
Clothing + Recap/ Exam Strategy: What three colours would feature in your perfect outfit and
why?
1.1.67. Talking about clothes
1.1.68. Using three tenses (past, present, future)
1.1.69. Saying ‘these/ this’
1.1.70. Using adjectives accurately
1.1.71. Using ‘es’ and ‘son’ correctly
1.1.72. Memorisation techniques and strategies
Revision & key exam skills in preparation for EOY exam:
1.1.73. Revision and memorisation skills/ Exam strategy and techniques
1.1.74. Closing gaps
1.1.75. Answering and forming questions
1.1.76. Studying ‘Voces Inocentes’- End of Year film project to improve cultural understanding
of Hispanic communities
A weekly vocabulary test (10 words per week) linked to QUIZLET.COM. Use the vocabulary list
given for each module.
A grammar or reading task to support learning in lessons given by class teacher.

Term 5

Term 6

Homework

To stretch
myself…

Learn an extra 5 words per week/ complete extension task on hand-out
Use revision website: Quizlet.com, Memrise.com, BBC bitesize
Use the Revision Edexcel GCSE (9-1) Spanish Pearson Revision Guide to review previous topics.
Use phone app: Duolingo.com, Quizlet.com

KS4 Exam Board

Edexcel/Pearson
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Geography (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

Coasts
Waves – how they form, what is the fetch and the difference between constructive and
destructive waves.
Weathering – how mechanical, chemical and biological weathering impact the coast.
Mass movement – how cliffs collapse through landslides, rock fall and rotational slumping.
Erosion processes and features – how hydraulic action, abrasion, attrition and solution erode the
coast line and create different coastal features.
Longshore drift – explain how material is transported along the beach.
Deposition features – how spits, bars and tombolos are formed.
Coastal management – what is coastal management, the difference between hard and soft
engineering and the costs and benefits of each.
Case study: Lyme Regis – evaluating the cost and benefits of coastal management.

Term 2

UK economy
What is the economy
UK industry – Describing where most people work in the UK
Employment structure – primary, secondary, tertiary and quaternary industries.
Doncaster and primary industry has declined – Explaining why there has been a decline in
primary industry in the UK and what are the effects of its decline
East London how secondary industry has declined. – London docklands case study. Explaining
the causes and effects of the Docklands closure
Regeneration - How change in a UK area has had positive and negative impacts
North-south divide – Explaining the difference in economy between the north and south of the
UK
How are we doing – Explaining how the UK economy is doing in relation to the rest of the world
Rivers
Hydrological cycle - Describing the different stages of the water cycle
Drainage basin – describing the different parts of the drainage basin
River processes – Explaining erosion, transportation and deposition in a river
River landforms – Landforms created in the upper course of a river
River landforms part 2 – landforms created in the middle course of a river
Meanders – How does deposition and erosion form bends in a river
Why do rivers flood – What are the human and physical factors that cause a river to flood
Effects of flooding – How does flooding effect people
Flood management – Describing features that can be put in place to reduce the risk of flooding
Economic development
Development indicators – Identifying the different features that can be used to describe how rich
or poor a country is
Measuring development – How we can use indicators to measure development
Why is there so few billionaires in Africa – What are the physical and human factors that can
hinder development in Africa
Child slavery – Describing how some children are still forced to work in certain countries
Water aid – How can water aid help areas that are suffering from water shortages
Fairtrade – How can Fairtrade help farmers get a fair price for their product
Tourism in LICs – How can tourism help a country develop
Energy
The importance of natural resources – How can we use natural resources to power the UK
UK energy – What energy sources does the UK rely on
How the UK produces energy – How the UK produces energy and what alternative sources that
can be used
Consolidation/Tower task – Decision making exercise on the best type of energy for the UK
Supply and demand – Explaining the demand between energy deficit and surplus
The problem with oil – Describing what happens after an oil rig explosion, what are the effects
on people and the environment
Solar power – what are the positive and negative aspects of using solar energy
Revision
End of Year exam
Students will receive homework focusing on a particular topic that has been completed in class.
These will align with the case studies and questions that will be in the end of course exam.

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5

Term 6
Homework
To stretch
myself…

I could read the news on bbc.co.uk/news or bbc.co.uk/read National geographic or the New
Scientist, watch bbc bitesize videos / national geographic website.

KS4 Exam Board

AQA
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History (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

The English Reformation:
Martin Luther and Protestantism
The Break with Rome
Dissolution of the Monasteries
Opposition to the Reformation
Edward VI and Protestantism

Term 2

The later Tudor period:
Mary I and the Counter Reformation
Puritanism
The Religious Settlement
Elizabethan Golden Age
England vs. Spain and the Spanish Armada
Life in Elizabethan England

Term 3

The English Civil War:
James I and Divine Right
Charles I and the outbreak of the Civil War
Trial and execution of Charles I
Cromwell and the Commonwealth
The Restoration

Term 4

Britain’s Industrial Revolution:
Steam technology
Cotton and factories
Transport
Working and living conditions
Rich vs. poor
Public health

Term 5

The Slave Trade and abolition:
The Transatlantic Slave Trade
The Middle Passage
Life on plantations
Anti-slavery campaigns
Slave rebellions

Term 6

The British Empire:
Origins of the empire
American colonies and revolution
British India and the Indian Rebellion
The Scramble for Africa
South Africa/Australia/New Zealand
Decline and legacy of the British Empire

Homework

Students will complete wider research, exam questions, and revision for homework.

To stretch
myself…

Watch relevant documentaries and video clips on Youtube, Netflix, Amazon Prime, etc.
Complete further research using educational websites
Visit museums and art galleries to widen your contextual knowledge
Test yourself on your knowledge using knowledge organisers

KS4 Exam Board

Edexcel/Pearson
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RE (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

Islam - Identity and belonging.
Outline what identity is the Muslim community
Consider different ways in which Muslims express their identity.
Describe what happens inside the Mosque
Explain the importance of Ramadan.
Describe the five pillars of Islam
Describe what happens when Muslim go on a Hajj

Term 2

The bridge between Christianity and Judaism
Explore the beginning of Christianity
Explain Christian concept of love.
Describe what Christians believe about God
Consider the importance of Jesus to Christian believers.
How did Jesus show love during holy week?
Describe the holy week
Identify the link between the Last Supper and the Holy Communion
Describe the events which led to Jesus’ crucifixion and death
Explain the importance of Resurrection of Jesus
Hinduism
Evaluate Hindu teachings about the afterlife.
What is Karma and Moksha?
Explain the Hindu purpose of life.
Explain why Hindus, believe in different gods
Consider what makes the Mandir special to Hindus.
Describe the different ways Hindus, express their beliefs.
Describe the Hindu caste system - Is it helpful to divide society into groups?
Describe how Gandhi fought for his rights and the rights of others.
Investigate the death of Gandhi.
Belief
Investigate why people chose to believe in God
Identify different types of suffering and some of the causes.
How might suffering affect someone’s belief in God?
Consider why suffering affects belief in God
How do Christians explain suffering?
How do Christians respond to suffering?
How do Muslims explain suffering?
Why do some people find it hard to believe?
To consider how suffering can make it hard for some people to believe in God
Why do some people believe in God despite suffering?
To examine the reasons why people, believe in God despite the existence of suffering
Explain the free will defence
Revision

Term 3

Term 4

Term 5
Term 6
Homework

Revision
End of Year exam
News diary, resource topics and exam questions

To stretch
myself…

BBC Bitesize/ReligiousEducation/WorldReligions
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Computing (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

2.1 Website design and development
2.1.1 Evaluating website design
2.1.2 Structure and layout. Where should your content appear on the page?
2.1.3 Introduction to HTML, the language of the web.
2.1.4 Introduction to CSS, for look and feel of web products.
2.1.5 Creating new pages and adding hyperlinks
2.1.6 End of unit project

Term 2

2.2 Graphic Design
2.2.1 Introduction to Photoshop and Paint
2.2.2 Use the clone stamp to clone images
2.2.3 Selection and image creation. Create your own image from scratch.
2.2.4 Making images more realistic. Optimise images to look real.
2.2.5 Colour popping. Create multiple coloured images
2.2.6 End of unit project

Term 3

2.3 Data representation
2.3.1 Binary arithmetic and hexadecimal. Perform binary additions, convert between number
bases.
2.3.2 ASCII and Unicode. Describe the ASCII and Unicode character encoding systems and their
purposes.
2.3.4 Images. Describe how a bitmap represents an image using pixels and colour depth.
2.3.5 Unit Test

Term 4

2.4 Computer Systems
2.4.1 Boolean logic. Create and interpret simple logic diagrams
2.4.2 Logic gates and truth tables. Construct truth tables for AND, OR and NOT gates
2.4.3 Secondary storage. Explain the operation of solid state, optical and magnetic storage and
understand why secondary storage is required.
2.4.4 Unit Test

Term 5

2.5 Fundamentals of computer networks
2.5.1 Wired and wireless networks
2.5.2 Network topologies
2.5.3 Unit Test

Term 6

2.6 Python programming
2.6.1 Sequence and selection. Understand and use data types: integer, real, Boolean, character
and string. Declare and use constants and variables. Use input, output and assignment
statements. Use the common arithmetic operators including MOD and DIV.
2.6.2 Iteration. Use relational operators including =, <, >. Use Boolean operators AND, OR, NOT
and combinations of these operators within conditions for iterative and selection structures.
2.6.3 Lists and Arrays. Understand how to create lists in Python.
2.6.4 Records and files. Understand how write records onto a file.
2.6.4 Project

Homework

Student will receive homework on the topic completed every two weeks. The homework will be
based on sample materials from the exam board. This will prepare them for both the unit test
and end of year test.

To stretch
myself…

Complete all the activities posted on Edmodo, BBC bitesize, YouTube videos, Kahoot and read
computer related magazines and articles on technologies today.
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Music (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

1.1 The Beauty of Baroque Music
1.1.1 Students deepen knowledge of polyphonic texture and understand the relationship between
bass lines, melody and harmony
1.1.2 Students learn to structure their melodic ideas in canon form creating polyphonic texture
1.1.3 Students develop and extend musical ideas making use of passing notes

Term 2

1.2 4 Chord Mash Up
1.2.1 Students sing several songs using the same 4 chord progression
1.2.2 Students build vocal textures using beat boxing, bass lines and harmonising
1.2.3 Students perform chord mash up with multiple layers vocally

Term 3

1.3 Djembe
1.3.1 Learn djembe technique bass, tone and slap
1.3.2 Learn to play rhythms as an individual as well as improvise over a repeated pattern

Term 4

1.3.3 Students learn to perform as an ensemble and develop skills to be a master drummer
1.3.4 Students learn to sing traditional African folk songs as part of a performance

Term 5

1.4Band Carousel
1.4.1 Student learn to perform pop songs in instrumental groups
1.4.2 Students learn chord symbols and learn to read chord charts
1.4.3 Students take turns in fronting a band by singing solo with peers accompanying them
instrumentally

Term 6

1.4.4 Exploring backing vocals through harmonizing melody lines in a chorus
1.4.5 Students build confidence as a group and prepare to perform at the Summer showcase

Homework

Students will be given research and listening and appraisal activities to enhance their learning at
home

To stretch
myself…

https://www.educationquizzes.com/ks3/music/
https://www.bbc.com/bitesize/subjects/zmsvr82

KS4 Exam Board

Edexcel/Pearson
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PE (KS3) – Year 8 - Will be completing eight of the following sports throughout the year.
Football

Netball

Rugby

Volleyball

Badminton

Fitness

Handball

Table tennis

Basketball

Rounders/cricket

Athletics

Homework
To stretch
myself…
KS4 Exam Board

- Passing – short range and long-range technique
- Heading- Defensive and attacking technique
- Tacking – technique and man to man marking
- Tactics – Developing understanding of tempo and set pieces through conditioned games
- Combination play in small sided and 5v5 situations
- Footwork – receiving/pivot drill and dodging drills
- Passing – footwork and passing on the move
- Shooting – technique and 2 v 2 within the key
- Positional play with implementation of positional rules
- Tactics- Man to man marking and use of space
- Maul – body positions and driving
- Scrum-3 man and 5-man scrums
- Tackling -positive tackles and defensive line
- Rucking- Ball presentation and 2 v 2 clear out drills
- Combination play in 3v3, 4 v4 and 9v 9 small sided situations
- Development of physical contact
- Volley – technique and focusing on the use of a setter
- Dig – technique drills with partner feeding
- Serve- floater and underarm
- Block- Body position and using it correctly in game play
- 3v3 progressing to 5 v5 combination play in small sided situations
- Knowledge of rules in gameplay- maximum amount of hits, not returning from a serve, scoring
- Serving – under arm and flick serve
- Overhead clear – body position and technique
- Drop shot- body position and racquet position
- Smash – technique and body position
- Knowledge of rules in gameplay in singles and doubles
- Effect of exercise on human body
- Three key components of warm up
- Two key components of cool down
- How to create and use circuit training, plyometrics, SAQ, continuous training and interval
training to improve fitness performance levels
- Knowledge of fitness test used to maximise sporting performance
- Alternative methods of exercise- boxercise, yoga, dance and aerobics
- Passing – technique drills and pass & receiving
- Tackling- technique and body position
- Shooting- Technique and developing jump shot
- Tactics- Zone marking
- Knowledge of rules in gameplay
- Serving – back hand and forehand
- Drive – forehand drive, back hand drive and ready position
- Net shot- Drop shot and spin
- Knowledge of rules in gameplay in singles and doubles
- Dribbling – reverse dribbling and driving into the key
- Defending – man to man marking and technique
- Shooting – rebounding and lay up
- 2v2, 3 v 3 and 5 v5 combination play in small sided situations
- Catching – basic skill development over distances
- Throwing – basic skill development over distances
- Batting – stance and approach style
- Bowling- Basic skill development and accuracy drills
- Receiving & handling in the field – barrier implementation
- Team tactics and backing up at bases
- Shot put/Discus/Javelin – technical development and recording
- High Jump/ Long jump -Technical development and recording
- 100m – technical development and recording
- Long distance – technical development and recording
- Relay – Technical development and recording
To watch YouTube clips or live matches of the sport being studied
1.Join an extra-curricular club to further develop ability and decision making
2.To complete GCSE PE moderation activities aiming to get band 5
3.To develop fitness levels and physical ability by joining a local team
AQA/WJEC
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Art (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

The Expressionist movement - 20th Century Art
How do artists convey emotions through their work?
What ways can distortion, expression and the exaggeration of ideas be used has a vehicle in Art?
How did New York City have such an impact on American culture and society for the Abstract
Expressionist?
Produce imaginative and creative outcomes based on the German and Abstract Expressionist
Forms
Explore and experiment
Students will investigate, design, making, reflecting and evaluating in Art

Cleverer and kinder every day

Design and Technology (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

Students will learn how to analyse existing products using subject specific terminology they will
begin an investigation, primary and secondary data research into USBs.
Students will study how to generate imaginative and creative USB design ideas using a range of
different design strategies and explore and develop their own ideas for a USB design to fit the
target customer (themselves).
Students will learn how to develop, communicate, record and justify design ideas using
appropriate techniques.

Term 2

Students will make a small prototype of their USBs Prototyping is a way to visualise 2D into 3D
and is an important skill for students to develop, aiding the development stage.
Students will learn about production techniques and systems through computer aided design
(CAD) and computer aided manufacture (CAM). Students will learn how to use CAD software 2D
Design to design and manufacture their USBs.
Students will learn about the material properties of Acrylic and its impact on the environment
while using the LaserCutter to cut out their USB designs going onto finish their products to a
high standard.

Homework

Research homework where they will be required to produce an information A4 page
Drawing and design ideas practice worksheets
Worksheets on topics covered

To stretch
myself…

Look at the work of different designers such as Harry Beck, Vivienne Westwood, Marcel Breuer,
Mary Quant, Norman Foster, William Morris, Alexander McQueen, Aldo Rossi, Philippe Starck,
Louis Comfort Tiffany, Raymond Templier, Coco Chanel.

http://www.technologystudent.com/despro_flsh/Designer1.html
Practice 2D Design software in your own time (all school computers have the software)
KS4 Exam Board
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Drama (KS3) – Year 8
Term 1

Naturalistic Theatre
Students will be introduced to the following features of naturalistic theatre with reference to
Konstantin Stanislavski:
The Fourth Wall
Objectives and Super-objectives
Creating a character
Naturalistic set, costume, lighting and sound.
Non-naturalistic Theatre
Students will be introduced to the following features of non-naturalistic theatre with reference to
Bertolt Brecht:
Gestus
Multi-roling
Narration / Direct address
Placards / Powerpoint presentations.

Term 2

Non-naturalistic Theatre performance task
Students will work in groups to create and then perform a short non-naturalistic piece based on
a topical stimulus.

Homework

Homework will be set weekly and will usually ask students to create a log of the work that has
taken place during the lesson. This will be in the form of a worksheet that will be stuck into books
the following lesson.

To stretch
myself…

I will look for opportunities to be a leader during group-work.
I will get play scripts from the library and read them.
I will watch examples of devised performance on You Tube.
I will go to the theatre.

KS4 Exam Board
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