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The Ark Network

Ark Evelyn Grace Academy is part of the
Ark network.
Ark is an international education charity which runs a
network of 34 high-achieving, non-selective schools in
Birmingham, Hastings, London and Portsmouth.

Our schools give children and young people from all
backgrounds an exceptional education and real choices
about their future. Ark has also just opened its first
school in India.
Each Ark school has its own distinctive character but
they all share the same goal: to make sure every child
can go to university or pursue the career of Their choice.
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Welcome from
the Principal
Thank you for taking the time to read and learn
more about our academy and the excellent provision
it offers. I am greatly honoured to serve the students,
parents and staff of this mixed, non-denominational,
11-18 academy in the heart of Brixton. I hope that
this prospectus will give you the information
and incentive to send your child to this very
special academy.
We intend for Evelyn Grace to be the school of
choice in the local community, whose reputation
is centred on great teaching, exemplary behaviour
and unrivalled opportunities beyond the classroom.
Our commitment is that we will work tirelessly in
teaching, guiding and supporting all our students,
so that they may go on to secure a place at a good
university and ultimately compete for the very best
positions in their chosen career.
At Evelyn Grace Academy, we believe that there
is no substitute for hard work and this, above all
else, will help our students understand and achieve
excellence. Both teachers and students at Evelyn
Grace never believe they have ‘arrived’ and are always
seeking to improve and advance. As a member of
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our community of learners, our students are given
regular and precise feedback so that they can develop
and progress. We will help each student gain a firm
knowledge and understanding so that the passion
for their subjects grows and matches that of
their teachers.
We are also driven to stretch and challenge all our
students to become better people so that they can
make a positive contribution to the academy
and wider community. We want our students to
leave this academy, having become both cleverer
and kinder people. To achieve this, we give them
a consistent diet of great teaching, along with
a broad range of opportunities for leadership,
responsibility and personal development both
in and out of the classroom.
We believe Evelyn Grace is not just a place
of learning; it is an intellectual journey of
self-discovery and advancement.
The journey towards that future starts here.
Tim Dainty

Our core values
Our Core Values are:
Excellence – We strive for excellence in all that we do and so we help our
students to realise that there should be no limit placed on their ambition
and capacity to achieve.
Endeavour – There is no substitute for hard work and only the drive and
persistence to get better and learn from mistakes and difficulties will allow
our students to achieve their aspirational goals.
Self-discipline – We believe that success and the ability to take control of
one’s destiny has to be achieved through self-control and the responsibility
and ownership of one’s own future.
These values permeate every aspect of our academy. They are modelled
by our staff and celebrated in our students. They inform our assemblies
and tutor times and give a language to talk about the sort of people we
want all our students to become.
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To achieve our aims, we need your commitment and
support by ensuring that your child arrives on time
for school every day, equipped and ready to learn.
We will ask you to sign a home school agreement
and this will provide an opportunity for us to discuss
our partnership in greater detail.
Do come and visit us during our open evening or
one of our open mornings so you can speak to our
students and see what an exceptional education is
provided to all our students.

Our Commitment to Parents, Carers and Students

I very much look forward to meeting you.

At Evelyn Grace Academy we will involve you as parents and carers fully in your child’s education.
By working closely with you we can ensure that each stage of your child’s journey is stimulating,
positive and enriching. We will provide:

Tim Dainty

•
• 
• 
•
•
•
•
•

The very best teaching in every subject and every classroom
A rigorous curriculum that challenges and stretches every student to be the best that they can be
A regular and robust assessment and reporting system that clearly informs you about your child’s progress
An enrichment programme that is second to none and includes academic, sport & music related activities
A wide range of local, national and international educational visits
Clear and precise feedback that enables every student to master key skills and build their understanding

Opportunities to contribute to the life of the academy and develop their leadership skills
A safe learning environment in which your child can flourish and be happy
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Welcome from the
Chair of Governors

“Pupils’ behaviour is exceptionally
strong and has a positive impact
on their social skills, personal
development and learning”
Ofsted, June 2017

As I write this, I have just completed three years as chair of Evelyn Grace’s
Governing Board of Governors. Like all my fellow governors, I am very proud
indeed of what our school can offer its students and the communities it serves.
This is partly because it has such excellent facilities
for teaching, learning, sport, music, art drama and
dance. However, more importantly, it is because
it provides precisely the kind of caring, supportive
and secure environment, which will enable all of
our students to reach their full potential. Above all,
though, it is because of the absolute commitment
of all our staff to Evelyn Grace’s mission and thus
to our students’ education, welfare and personal
development.
Evelyn Grace has superb resources - teachers,
support staff, senior team and facilities - to provide
our students with an excellent education; with

opportunities to broaden their horizons and enrich
their lives; and with pathways to challenging
and rewarding careers.
This was amply confirmed by our last Ofsted report,
which rated us ‘Good’ by Ofsted. It confirmed that
Evelyn Grace is a well-led and governed school,
which offers its students opportunities to develop
and progress - whatever their talents, needs or
abilities. We now plan to do everything possible
to ensure that, when Ofsted next inspect us,
we are rated ‘Outstanding’. Our students deserve
nothing less.

My fellow Governors and I will certainly do
everything we can to support the Principal and his
staff so that our wonderful school will become
even better in the years to come.
I hope you find the prospectus useful and I look
forward to welcoming you and your children to
Evelyn Grace Academy.

Professor Richard de Friend
Chair of Governors

Leaders of tomorrow
At Evelyn Grace Academy, the education we provide
will leave our students cleverer and kinder people,
well positioned to make the world a better place.
Evelyn Grace Academy is an ambitious school with
a stimulating and challenging curriculum and an
enrichment programme which enhances learning and
supports personal growth. We are also privileged to
work in a stunning, award winning building, designed
by the world famous Architect: Zaha Hadid.
Our highly dedicated staff work tirelessly to equip all
students with the qualifications they need to compete
for the very best positions in their chosen career.

Our goal is for each student to leave the academy
equipped with the qualifications, knowledge and skills
to lead successful and happy lives and take a lead
in whatever role they find themselves. We are
determined that students leaving EGA will be
responsible, eloquent citizens with the resilience,
integrity, confidence and curiosity they need to do
well in university or the career of their choice.
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“Lessons in the academy
are characterised by high
expectations and very good
relationships between
teachers and students”
Ofsted

The curriculum
For the first three years, students follow a broad and challenging
academic curriculum.
This includes the following subjects

•
• 
• 
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

English
Mathematics
Science
Geography
History
RE
 modern foreign language (Mandarin, French
A
or Spanish)

Computer Science

this, we offer extra time for English and Mathematics
in order that our students master their literacy and
numeracy skills and are therefore able to choose and
succeed in the very best GCSE subjects at Key Stage 4
(Year’s 10 and 11).

to identify what the gaps in their understanding are
and what they must therefore work on. Our ARK
assessment plus model is at the forefront of best
practice and an example of excellence, being adopted
by a host of other schools.

As students move into Key Stage 4, they take options
over the subjects and pathways they would like to
pursue and this typically leads to students studying
between eight to ten GCSEs.

Formal assessments take place each term and
parents are informed of their child’s progress.
Students, teachers and parents all know exactly what
steps are needed to move each child to the next level
of success and build their understanding yet further.

Our Sixth Form curriculum focuses primarily on the
most academic A Levels that allow students to gain
places at the very best universities.

Design & Technology

Assessment

Art

We assess students’ academic progress regularly
and frequently. Accurate and thorough assessment
is essential to ensure that students are placed in the
most suitable groups with appropriate challenge
and support. It is also necessary to enable students

However, we believe that building firm foundations
in English and Mathematics enable students to thrive
in all their subjects and their adult life. To facilitate
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Parents and carers are asked to attend all parents
evenings where they can learn about the progress
they are making and what they must read, write
or practise next in order to develop and advance.
Parents and carers are invited to attend parents
evenings when parents are informed about their
child’s academic progress and where we agree
targets for future learning.

Teaching & Learning

“We are a community of learners where no one,
staff member or student, believes they have ‘arrived’.
WE CONSTANTLY CRAVE FEEDBACK IN ORDER THAT WE
MAY LEARN HOW TO IMPROVE.”
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“There is a studious, mature learning environment in classes and
around the school. Pupils are engaged and participate in their
learning and are proud of their achievements.”
Ofsted 2017

Vision for Teaching and Learning at
Evelyn Grace Academy
At Evelyn Grace Academy, we want every student to
come to expect that every lesson will be very well
taught and that not a moment will be wasted. To
allow this to happen, teachers continuously observe
one another and seek feedback and advice in order to
master their craft and become ever better teachers.
Similarly, we expect our students to always want to
improve and develop and build their understanding
and skills. We understand that there is no substitute
for hard work and if students wish to get better they
have to be driven both in and out of the classroom.
We want every student to:

•
•
•

Secure the highest levels of attainment
and progress
Be praised for their achievements
Benefit
from consistently engaging and

rigorous lessons

•
•
the knowledge, understanding and skills
• Gain

to secure the very best positions in their
Enjoy
success in all their subjects


1. Explanations and instructions are clear and concise

Build the resilience to tackle challenging and
complex ideas and skills

2. Teachers check every student’s understanding
before moving on
3. Excellence is modelled and enabled through		
effective scaffolding
4. The needs of every student are understood,
planned for and met

chosen careers

•
•
•
•

Develop the kind of character that enables them
to flourish and be happy

5. Students are continuously engaged and
intellectually challenged

Embody our values of excellence, endeavour
and self-discipline

6. All activities and practice enable students to
demonstrate understanding and master skills

Leave the academy as clever and kind people

7. The least invasive techniques are used to
manage behaviour

Become
the solutions and not the symptoms

of any disadvantage found in our community
and society

10 Elements of Great Teaching and
Learning at EGA
At Evelyn Grace Academy we have a highly
developed sense of what constitutes great teaching.
We continuously train and coach our staff on every
feature, in order that every student gets an education
that is second to none.

11

8. Students are able to recall and apply prior learning
to new contexts
9. All students understand how their learning
is assessed
10. Students use precise feedback to re-draft and
improve their work
We provide the conditions for all our teachers to teach
without interruption. Students are very clear about the
consequences of not trying their very best in each lesson.

We believe in developing
culturally literate young people
That is why we provide such an enriching programme of
activities and visits around the country and abroad.
There are many enrichment clubs on offer at Evelyn
Grace Academy. These include:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Language
clubs such as Mandarin, Spanish

and Portuguese
Drama club

Music clubs including choir and
music technology
Dance showcase

•
•

Brilliant
club

Duke of Edinburgh award

Many of our students participate in leadership
programmes with organisations like Magnificent
Generation or businesses like JP Morgan and
Goldman Sachs.

Football, basketball, table tennis, rugby,
netball and cricket
Poetry slam and debating
Photography, mini enterprise and business clubs
Maths
ambassadors club
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“Pupils develop strong personal and social skills as well as high
academic aspiration... pupils of all backgrounds and faiths can
develop into confident young people, secure in the knowledge that they
are contributing to the schools’ success as well as their own.”
Ofsted, June 2017
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Admission procedures
Application for a place at Evelyn Grace Academy is by the
common application form (CAF) This should be completed and
returned to your local authority by 31st October 2017.
In the event that there are more applications than spaces available, applications are considered against the criteria below.
After the admission of pupils with education health care plans or statements of special educational needs, the criteria
will be applied in the following order:

•
•
•

Children
who are looked after or in public care

Children
who have a sibling who already attend the school and will continue to do so on the date of admission

(for this purpose sibling means a brother, sister or step brother sister living at the same address)
Children who live closest to the academy using a straight line measurement from the school’s main reception to the
main entrance of the child’s home

How to apply

Appeals

You can apply online through your home authority
or at:

If your child is not offered a place at the academy you
have the right to appeal. Appeals will be heard by the
Governors’ appeals panel appointed in accordance
with the statutory code of practice on schools.

www.lambeth.gov.uk/Services/EducationLearning/
SchoolsColleges/SchoolsAdmissions.htm
We encourage you to submit your application early.
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How to contact us

Ofsted

Principal: Tim Dainty
Evelyn Grace Academy
255 Shakespeare Road
London SE24 0QN
Tel: 0207 737 9520
Fax: 0207 737 9525

“Students receive high quality
pastoral care and good advice
and support. There is a strong
focus on raising aspirations and
developing leadership skills.”

Email: admissions@evelyngraceacademy.org
Website: www.evelyngraceacademy.org
Twitter: @EGA_ARKSchools

